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Under Prime Minister Modi, India opted 
for a ‘multi-alignment’ policy and the United 
States seems to be its closest working partner. 
These two largest democracies are cooperating 
in different fields and their relations are 
expected to further strengthen in future. Soon 
after the transition from the non-alignment 
movement as a cold war strategy, India opted 
for a more realistic ‘strategic autonomy’. It has 
always maintained an independent foreign 
policy and autonomy by not taking dictation 
from another external power.  

Modi after becoming the Prime Minister 
of India in 2014 revealed his goal of sticking to 
the strategy of shaping foreign policy and 
securing the state’s national interest without 
any influence or pressure by an external power. 
The departure from Nehru’s policy towards a 
multi-aligned foreign policy on grounds of 
pointed alignment has led India to maintain 
good relations with smaller, middle, and 
especially superpowers. Similarly, Modi has 
reaffirmed that Indian strategic autonomy 
remains strong despite having strong strategic 
and economic relationships with its years-old 
partner US or any other power with which it has 
diplomatic relations.1  

India has always maintained good ties 
with global players like Russia while being a 
working partner of the United States 
simultaneously. It is clear from the Indian 
strategy of not condemning the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and publicly refusing to 
blame Moscow for the crisis despite the US 
leadership doing so that no external power 
could exert influence on the Indian decision-
making process.2 The supporters of the non-
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alignment strategy criticize the Indo-US 
partnership for constraining Indian strategic 
autonomy. However, the political leadership 
always emphasizes that India’s strategic 
autonomy is enhanced rather than being 
constrained by this partnership. Both states 
collaborate to strengthen one another in 
different ways, without essentially dictating 
either state’s internal matters or impacting their 
foreign policies toward other states.  

India’s ambition to attain the status of 
the ‘South Asian Giant’ is becoming a reality 
under Narendra Modi. Washington has shown 
eagerness in assisting New Delhi’s 
aforementioned quest as part of a broader 
strategy. To elaborate on the underlying 
aspects of Indo-US relations, it is important to 
look into their partnership along with the areas 
of cooperation between India and the US.   

Interests of Both Partners 
India is a part of the US plans to counter 

China while securing its national interest in the 
long run. Both allies are part of a broader 
strategy as the US is aiding India to strengthen 
it economically, strategically, and politically. 
India aims at becoming a thriving economy and 
a strong global actor, along with becoming a 
dominant democracy in the region giving the 
critics the ground to highlight the authoritarian 
Chinese regime. It is evident that the US 
hegemonic status is declining and the power is 
shifting toward the Asian region, US would 
never want to lose India as New Delhi is a viable 
option for countering China’s influence in the 
South Asian and Indian Ocean regions. Thus, 
the US has empowered it for using it to cope 
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with China in the region. While India-China 
rivalry remains evident in the Indian Ocean, the 
persisting presence of the US along with its 
containment of China policy is at play in the 
background.3 The strengthening alliance of the 
US and India in the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue (or Quad4 in short) and I2U25 alliance 
ensures the mutual goals that the US is assisting 
India in attaining the modern nuclear 
weapons.6 India being a nuclear power is 
becoming a prominent influencer in the region 
economically and strategically along with 
becoming a maritime power.  

Economic Cooperation 
India is one of the fastest-growing and 

the fifth-largest economy in the world.7 The 
United States is India’s largest trading partner 
and a significant export market. Bilateral trade 
between India and the US was approximately 
$157 billion last year and leather items were 
prominent among Indian exports to the US. 
Narendra Modi stated last month while laying 
the foundation of the International Financial 
Services Centre Authority (IFSCA),8 “India is now 
entering the league of nations like the US, UK, 
and Singapore.”9 He wants India to be seen as a 
trendsetter, shaping the world’s financial 
sector. Moreover, in 2018, the US announced 
$113 million for technological development, 
energy initiatives, and infrastructure projects in 
the Indo-Pacific.10  

Security Cooperation 
India and the US are not just trade 

partners but also very strong strategic partners. 
A few days after the US strategy of announcing 
funds for Indo-Pacific economic development, 
it provided $300 million for the region’s security 
funding. This initiative further proved the US to 
be a trustworthy ally of India and revealed the 
nascent American motive of forming a strategy 
to cope with the rising influence of China in the 

region. Furthermore, the 2+2 dialogues11 
between the US and India also reflect the 
American objectives of shaping the contours of 
Indo-Pacific policy and strategy of countering 
the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).12 

Several defence initiatives involving 
arms deals and military exercises took place 
between both countries over the past decade. 
Starting in 2014, India participated in the Rim of 
the Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC) military exercise. 
In 2015, Modi and Trump renewed a security 
deal signed earlier in 2005. During the same 
year, India started to pursue its interest of 
shifting power towards South Asia by 
increasing its import of heavy military 
equipment due to which it became the largest 
arms importer by 2021.  

The Indian arsenal expansion was 
assisted by the United States as the two 
countries signed three significant foundational 
agreements. One of them is the Logistics 
Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 
(LEMOA) signed in 2016 for trust-building and 
replenishment of services on bases. LEMOA 
strengthened the Indian navy in a long run. In 
2017, India invested in its Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) equipment 
from the US worth $75 million with an 
additional $336.3 million in C-17 Transport 
Aircraft. In 2018, Communications 
Compatibility and Security Agreement 
(COMCASA) was signed providing India with 
access to advanced US technology, during the 
same year a $930 million arms trade took place 
between India and US where six Apache 
Helicopters were imported by India. The year 
2019 is significant as India bought two 
American Large Aircraft Infrared 
Countermeasures (LAIRCM), Self-Protection 
Suites (SPS) worth $190 million, and 24 MH-60 
Multi-Mission Helicopters worth $2.6 billion 
from the US. In the same year, the Modi 
government requested to buy $1.021 billion in 



 

 
 

 
 
 

August 2022, Vol.40, No.8 (2) 

 

 

weaponry including the Naval Gun System MK-
45. In 2020, the Integrated Air Defence Weapon 
System worth $1.867 billion stole the show 
along with advanced missile and helicopter 
imports. By the end of 2020, the Basic Exchange 
and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) was 
signed. In 2021, India bought six P-81 Patrol 
Aircrafts worth $2.42 billion from the US. Both 
countries are ready to further strengthen their 
strategic relations and arms agreements and in 
2022 are ready for the fourth 2+2 Indo-US 
dialogue.13 

Maritime Affairs 
The Indo-US Maritime Security 

Cooperation is strong. Both countries are active 
in counterpiracy initiatives within the Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) and the US has supported 
India by all means to pursue its hegemonic 
ambition in this region. Under the scope of 
LEMOA, both states already enjoy maritime 
facilities on both sides to support naval 
operations, i.e., refuelling and replenishment. 
However, as a step forward, a US navy ship 
docked in India in August for repairs.14 The 
USNS, Charles Drew, reached the Larsen & 
Toubro (L&T) Shipyard at Kattupalli in Chennai 
and such events are more likely to be seen in 
future as India has showcased its efficient 
shipbuilding capabilities.   
Changing Dynamics of South Asia 

As India is progressing in the region, it 
faces several border issues. Being a close 
partner of the United States, India has acquired 
modern arms and nuclear weapons along with 
a naval build-up which contributes to the 
regional security dilemma as the bordering 
states feel threatened by it.15 The competition 
also exists as India and Pakistan have failed to 

develop good relations and maintain an arms 
parity with one another. India lays its eyes on 
the ambition of becoming the regional 
hegemon under the veil of its Security and 
Growth of All in the Region (SAGAR) policy and 
the US is aiding it in the effort. India, being a US 
partner, is gaining representation in the Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) and is working on its ‘Look 
East’ and ‘Act East’ policies.16 India is also an 
active member of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) along with twenty-two other 
members. While Pakistan is also trying to 
become a member of IORA, the Indian ambition 
of becoming a regional superpower seems to 
be a reality under the scope of the Indo-US 
partnership.17  

Conclusion 
India and US seem to be more inclined 

towards strengthening their strategic relations 
and cooperation in different sectors. US 
President Joe Biden recently termed India an 
‘indispensable partner’ on the eve of the 75th 
anniversary of Indian independence.18 As we 
witness India trying to dominate the IOR and 
gain power in the South Asian region, it is 
becoming eligible to attain the status of a 
regional hegemon. The activeness of India and 
the US in alliances like the Quad and the I2U2 
alliance depict their ambition of countering the 
Chinese BRI and the rising influence of China 
due to it being a global competitor of the US. 
China also shares a border with India. Therefore, 
both partners see it as a common threat. India, 
however, is also contributing to the South Asian 
security dilemma as its massive arms race and 
naval build-up pose security implications for 
Pakistan and are creating an atmosphere of 
regional uncertainty.19 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 

August 2022, Vol.40, No.8 (2) 

 

 

Notes and References 
 
1  Manoj Kumar Mishra, “The Dynamics of Indo–US Strategic Relations,” World Affairs: The Journal of 

International Issues 23, No. 4 (2019): 106–17, https://www.jstor.org/stable/48566200. 
2  Ibid. 
3  Ravi Agrawal, “Why India Won’t Condemn Russia,” Foreign Policy, 11 April 2022, 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/11/india-russia-ukraine-war-diplomacy/. 
4  Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is a strategic security dialogue between India, United States, 

Japan, and Australia. Its major aim is to safeguard the interests of allies to counter China in the Indo-Pacific. 
5  I2U2 is a grouping of India, Israel, UAE and the US for joint investments and new energy initiatives. 
6  Muhammad Abbas Hassan, “Growing China-India Competition in the Indian Ocean: Implications for 

Pakistan,” Strategic Studies 39, no. 1 (2019): 77–89, https://www.jstor.org/stable/ 
48544289#metadata_info_tab_contents. 

7  “India Is Likely to Be the World’s Fastest-Growing Big Economy This Year,” The Economist, 14 May 2022, 
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2022/05/14/india-is-likely-to-be-the-worlds-fastest-growing-big-
economy-this-year. 

8  IFSCA is an Indian authority for the regulation and development of financial products, services and 
Institution in the International Financial Service Centre (IFSC).  

9  Press Trust of India, “India in League of Countries That Shape Global Financial Trends: PM at GIFT,” 
www.business-standard.com, 29 July 2022, https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-
affairs/india-in-league-of-countries-that-shape-global-financial-trends-pm-at-gift-122072901075_1. 
html. 

10  “India Now Entering League of Countries like US, UK: PM Modi at GIFT City,” Hindustan Times, 30 July 2022, 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-now-entering-league-of-countries-like-us-uk-pm-
modi-at-gift-city-101659170809064.html. 

11  The Indo-US 2+2 dialogue is a ‘dialogue mechanism’ between two appointed ministers from both states, 
i.e., the Indian Minister of External Affairs and Indian Defense Minister along with the US Secretary of 
Defense and the US Secretary of State to strengthen their diplomatic ties. 

12  Zhiqun Zhu, “Can the Quad Counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative?,” thediplomat.com, 14 March 2018, 
https://thediplomat.com/2018/03/can-the-quad-counter-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative/. 

13  “Fourth Annual U.S.-India 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue,” United States Department of State, 11 April 2022, 
https://www.state.gov/fourth-annual-u-s-india-22-ministerial-dialogue/. 

14  Manu Pubby, “US Navy Ship Docks in India for the First Time for Repairs,” The Economic Times, 8 August 
2022, https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/us-navy-ship-docks-in-india-for-
the-first-time-for-repairs/articleshow/93415193.cms. 

15  “Enhancing Strategic Stability in Southern Asia: USIP Senior Study Group Final Report,” United States 
Institute of Peace, 17 May 2022, https://www.usip.org/southern-asia-strategic-stability-report. 

16  K. V. Kesavan, “India’s ‘Act East’ Policy and Regional Cooperation,” ORF (Observational Research 
Foundation, 14 February 2020), https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/indias-act-east-policy-and-
regional-cooperation-61375/. 

17  Chilamkuri Raja Mohan, “India and South Asia: The Elusive Sphere of Influence,” Nus.edu.sg, 6 January 
2022, https://www.isas.nus.edu.sg/papers/india-and-south-asia-the-elusive-sphere-of-influence/. 

18  IANS, “On Eve of I-Day, Biden Calls India and US ‘Indispensable Partners,’” Business Standard India, 15 
August 2022, https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/on-eve-of-i-day-biden-calls-
india-and-us-indispensable-partners-122081500050_1.html. 

19  Umbreen Javaid and Marium Kamal, “Document - Gale Academic OneFile,” go.gale.com, 30 June 2015, 
https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA423506522&sid= 
googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=19941080&p=AONE&sw=w&userGroupName=anon%
7Ed3573a89. 


