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PAK-CHINA RELATIONS: ADDING
SUBSTANCE TO SLOGAN

AARISH U. KHAN

Introduction

Pakistan’s diplomatic relations with the People&pRblic of China (PRC)
date back almost to the advent of PRC. Pakistasgreézed it on 9 January 1950
to become the first Muslim and third non-Commumstintry to do so. Chinese
premier Zhou Enlai held his first meeting with Pa&n’s then prime minister,
Mohammad Ali Bogra, during the Bandung ConferentéAsian and African
states in 1955. Contrary to some popular accouht®ak-China diplomacy,
however, the relationship between the two countsias marked by ambivalence
for the first decadé) The four major events that turned the relationdhgm
caution to intimate cooperation were: the boundagseement between Pakistan
and China in March 1963; China’s unambiguous supjoPakistan in the 1965
Pak-India war; Pakistan’s support in facilitatingjrikk between China and the US
in 1970; and China’s use of a rare veto in the éthNations Security Council in
1972 conditioning Bangladesh’s admission to thewlith the return of Pakistani

prisoners of the 1971 w&.

Aarish U. Khan is a Research Analyst at the Institute of Regional Studies.



Since then, the bilateral relationship has been steady upward gradient
with several high-level exchanges of visits and atous agreements signed.
Another landmark in relations was achieved in Fabruthis year when the
government of Pakistan officially transferred thenttol of Gwadar port from
Port of Singapore Authority (PSA) Private Limited China Overseas Port
Holdings Limited (COPHL), a company owned by tharnése government. The
transfer was formally solemnized during the vidiGhinese premier Li Kegiang
in May. An agreement was also signed to estabhsécanomic corridor between

Pakistan and China.

China had played a major role in the first phasdeselopment of the port
from 2002 to 2007, but the port operations wersddato the Port of Singapore
Authority (PSA) International Private Limited in @D for 40 years. As the PSA
failed to make any substantial development to tbg m the first five years,
Pakistan handed over its control to COPHIThe transfer of the port operations
to a Chinese company after a five-year hiatus wasilastone in bilateral
relations. Since China had played a key role infitisé phase of the development

of the port, it was like returning it to where glbnged.

The port provides the underdeveloped western p&hma easy access to
the warm waters of the Arabian Sea and consideraddiyices the time and
resources required for transporting trade goodstbfrom western China to West
Asia® The port, thus, has great potential for economicelbpment of the
western part of China through trade with West Adihis paper attempts of
document and analyze the developments in Pak-Qlglations from 2008 to
2013 that culminated in the return of Gwadar p@erations to China as well as
other similar developments that further solidifidte long-standing and time-

tested friendship. The paper does not talk abol-CHana cooperation on



regional and global forums or regional or globauess. It only covers bilateral

relations over the past five years.

Towards Gwadar

As if Pakistan acknowledged the mistake of handingr port operations
to PSA in 2007 despite the fact that China had qdag major role in the first
phase of its construction, top Pakistani leadersgxpressed its desire for the
Chinese to return to Gwadar on several occasiaesident Asif Ali Zardari had
offered warm-waters access to China during his vViKsts to Beijing as President
of Pakistan in October 2008, wherein he said, “Vdither countries interested to
tap the trade potential of Pakistan, we offer thkin€se companies and
entrepreneurs access to warm waters and beyorduring his second official
visit in February 2009 — besides signing of fouresmgnents in the fields of
agricultural and economic cooperation — Presidestddri renewed his warm-
waters access offer to China through Pakistan age@(®) Again in July 2010,
during another official visit to China, Presideratrdari reemphasized the need for
rail link between China and Pakistan as well asigelme from Gwadar to
China{™® Two MoUs on road projects related to the strengtige of trade and
communication linkages between Pakistan and Chara also singed during that
visit. One related to a section of the Karakorunghway (KKH) while another
related to another important road in Gilgit-Bahlist the Jaglot-Skardu
Highway©)

It was in May 2011 that Pakistan’s then defenceisten, Chaudhry
Ahmed Mukhtar, told the media that China had agteadke over the control of
port operations in Gwad&.With the completion of the procedural formalities f
transfer of port operations from the PSA to COPHIalbout two years’ time, the
port operations were handed over to China. DutivegMay 2013 visit of Chinese

Prime Minister Li Kegiang, the development of Gwagart and its link-up with



western China was taken one step ahead with thaingigof an MoU on

development of an economic corridor between Pakiatal Chinal®

There is still a long way ahead for the operatimasion of Gwadar port
and the establishment of a smooth trade linkagedsst Western China and the
southern Pakistani seaport of Gwadar, the particstiep in the right direction
could pave the way for even stronger bilateralti@hs and play an instrumental
role in bringing economic prosperity not only tokiBsan but also to the less-
developed western part of China. Since violenceneoted with religious
extremism in the western Xinjiang province hasimetput some strain on their
friendly relations, Pakistan’s support in developtnef that part of China could

also be instrumental in removing that minor irritamrelations.

Besides renewing Pakistan’s commitment to Chinar dyeadar, port
operations Pakistan and China have come a longimweyproving their bilateral
relations in other fields in the past few yearsvadl. The next section highlights
the major achievements in economic cooperationamous fields from 2008 to
2013.

Economic cooperation

Pakistan and China signed a preferential tradeeaggat in 2003, which
was converted into a free trade agreement (FTA)0@6. While initially it was
estimated that the bilateral trade was estimatelitt&15 billion by 2011, the
overall trade actually did fall short of the matkaaound $ 12.4 billion as of 2013.
Another important aspect of this trade is thatsittiited strongly in favour of
China with Pakistan having a huge deficit. Howeweis worth noting that since
the signing of the FTA and its operationalization @ctober 2009 Pakistan’s
exports (goods and services included) have beemsieady rise. Figure 1 below
shows Pakistan’s exports to and imports from Cliineluding goods as well as

services) since fiscal year 2005-06, and it cleddgtrates that Pakistan’s exports



are showing a healthy increase in the past few syeaotwithstanding the

discrepancies between the Pakistani and Chinesstistaon bilateral trade.

Figure 1
Pakistan’s trade with China (in $ millions) for FY 2005-06
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Moreover, the trade and balance of payments défiaitPakistan has with
China is determined more by the export constraoftdPakistan — such as
infrastructure, productivity, export-biased taxatitack of diversification, etc. —

than the friendliness of Chinese market towardsseaki goods!?)

A Pak-China Joint Investment Company was also laeden 2007, but it
has shown only moderate accomplishments so faist@akand Chinese banking
sectors, on the other hand, are cooperating fang time. The Bank of China

opened two branches in Pakistan as early as in, fthose were discontinued



as a result of instability caused by the Pak-Ind& of 1971. Pakistani banks
expressed their desire to open branches in Chieardgsas April 20082 It was
during the previous Chinese prime minister Wen akéd visit to Pakistan in
December 2010 that the Industrial and CommercialkBaf China (ICBC) was
invited to open branches in Pakistan and the Nati@ank of Pakistan (NBP)
was offered to commence banking activities in ChkifiaDuring that particular
visit of the Chinese premier, Pakistan and Chimmesl 13 agreements at the
government-to-government level while 22 more age@siwere signed between
the private sectors of the two countries with altetorth of around $ 35 billion,
besides the inauguration of the Pak-China Friepd€ntre in Islamabaéd? The
opening of banking sectors between the two countnias also followed by a
Currency Swap Arrangement (CSA) for a three yearsa in October 201¢>)

Earlier in 2008, during the first of the many véstb China of President
Asif Ali Zardari, about a dozen agreements on eotnoand technical
cooperation were signed between the two countfie@ne of the objectives of
that particular visit was to seek a $ 1.5 to $1Bdoi immediate economic bailout
package from China because of the dire economadssthe country was facing at
the time. China obliged by providing a $ 500 milliaid package in November
while the rest was sought from the Internationahgtary Fund!?

Pakistan has always leaned on China for suppdinias of need, and the
Pak-China friendship has always risen to the oocagdne such occasion came in
May 2011 when the US Navy SEALs raided a compoumdhe town of
Abbottabad in Pakistan and killed Osama bin Latlem]eader of al-Qaeda. Amid
all the negativity generated about Pakistan initibernational media and hostile
statements by US authorities, the then prime n@nist Pakistan, Yousaf Raza
Gilani, visited China only days after the incidetit.was a great support for

Pakistan when the spokesperson of Chinese foreigistny told reporters on the



eve of Pakistani prime minister's visit, “Pakistdsas made very important
contributions” to international anti-terrorism cavption and made “great
sacrifices.” The world “should help it do even maiehe Chinese government
will unswervingly continue to support Pakistan’soef to counter terrorism(®
During his meeting with Pakistan’s prime minist€hinese premier Wen Jiabao
also assured Pakistan that it would stand by RakKsstside under all
circumstance§? Pakistan reciprocated the gesture with a siméaolve when it
gave a five-year extension to the state-owned Ghkinfem working on the
Saindak mineral exploration project, the MetallaediCorps of China (MCC),a
year ahead of the expiry of its contract that was @ expire in October 2012)
Another four bilateral agreements were signed duRnesident Zardari's China
visit to attend a summit of the Shanghai Coopenat@rganization (CSO¥Y
Eleven more agreements were signed during Chinesei®r Li Kegiang’s visit
to the Pakistan in May 2013. The agreements maiwigted to the long-term
economic corridor plan (mentioned above), bordernagament, maritime
cooperation, and satellite navigatiéfi. The Chinese premier also reiterated his
government’s desire for continuing to help Pakistarthe field of energy?
Since energy shortfall has become such a majorlénimdPakistan’s economic
growth, the Chinese government has taken someusesteps in helping Pakistan
deal with its energy crisis. The next section déises Pak-China energy

cooperation.

Energy cooperation

Pakistan and China have well-established cooperaiiothe energy-
sector, especially in the field of peaceful usawélear energy. Over the past five
years, the two countries have not only enhancegeration in peaceful use of

nuclear energy but also other modes of energy [otamu



In December 2010, when Pakistan and China agredautwh the next
five-year plan from 2011 with 36 development prtgeworth $ 13.285 billion to
be undertaken in five years, power generation reethihigh on the agenda.
Power generation projects like the Kohala hydropopreject, Chichoki Mallian
thermal power plant, Guddu combined cycle powentpl&arachi windpower
project, and Chashma nuclear power project (unaad4) were part of the plan,
besides agricultural projects like sustainablecdfire through water reservoirs
in the tail-end areas of non-perennial canals mdtsi and industrial projects like

the expansion of Pakistan Steel MiHs.

The inclusion of hydropower projects in the fiveayg@lan was a result of
an agreement between Pakistan and China in Jurgef@D@enerating electricity
through 12 small- medium-sized dams and water vessr through a $ 700
million credit provided by China’'s EXIM Bank® As far as the inclusion of
Chashma 3 and 4 nuclear power plants into the @aooncerned, Pakistan
secured Chinese assent for the construction ofetih@s projects, in October
2008(26) The agreement for these nuclear power plants wadized in March
2010, when the government of Pakistan formally epgd an inter-governmental
agreement for the financing of Chashma 3 and 4tghaith China covering 82
per cent of the total $ 1.91 billion cost of theojpct through a soft loan
programme?’) There has also been some speculation in the nhatdily about
expansion of the Karachi Nuclear Power Plant (K@jupith purchase of two
power plants, Kanupp 2 and Kanupp 3, from Chinaaftding 2,000 MW into the

national grid@®)

Pak-China energy cooperation, though remarkablg,nod been without
its hiccups. In April 2011, there was a row betwdkea China Three Gorges
Project Corporation (CTGPC) and Pakistan’'s Watedl &ower Development
Authority (WAPDA) over the award of the contract fine 1,100-MW Kohala



Hydropower Project without an international biddipgocess owing to the
complications that arose with respect to the PuBliocurement Regulatory
Authority (PPRA) regulations. The contract was, buer, awarded to CTGPC
without bidding after some lobbying by the Chinesempany?®) Pakistani

authorities approached China for funding the Thaal qoroject quite a while
ago{29 but there has not been much headway in that sectarthe fields of solar

and wind power generation.

Defence cooperation

Pak-China defence cooperation has a long-standstgrin. The Heavy
Industries Taxila (HIT), which is producing the Khalid battle tank with
Chinese support, was itself established with hedpnfChina in the 1980s (then
called Heavy Rebuild Factor{?®) Besides help in the development of Pakistan’s
indigenous missile programme, China has also gréaiped Pakistan Air Force.
The joint manufacture of the JF-17 Thunder aircigfa living testimony to the
cooperation between the air forces of the two awestIn 2006, Pakistan also
secured a deal with China for the provision of fdugates to the Pakistan
Navy(32) The induction of the frigates into Pakistan Nawymenenced in July
2009(33)

The ongoing military cooperation between the twartdes was further
solidified when a new military cooperation agreetneas signed in December
2008 during the visit of the then Chairman, Joihie®s of Staff (CJCS), Gen.
Tariq Majid, to Beijing, which was followed by aaldor the purchase of $ 278
million worth Airborne Warning and Control SysteMWACS) from China34

In November 2009, China agreed to sell Pakistaad3@&nced fighter jets
at the cost of $ 1.4 billiof¥>) In May 2010, during the visit of Chinese Minister
for National Defence, Liang Guangile, to Pakistdmee MoUs were signed for

cooperation in counter-terrorism covering joint itaity exercises, provision of
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four trainer aircraft, and training for Pakistar@emed force$® The joint anti-

terrorism military exercises began in July 200.

While Pakistan Navy was already procuring frigdresn China®® in a
landmark achievement in July 2010, the two coustakso signed an agreement
to jointly build one9 That agreement was followed by another one in Nlarc
2011 to jointly manufacture two missile boats ire tiRhinese port city of

Tianjin.(0)

The defence cooperation between Pakistan and Gkimatensive and
longstanding. The defence ties are being cemeniidfrgsh rounds of strategic
dialogues. The fifth round of strategic dialogueween China and Pakistan
concluded in November 2012) It is argued sometime that though Pakistan and
China have good government-to-government relationall fields, people-to-
people contacts are not as strong. The next sehigilights the socio-cultural

cooperation.

Socio-cultural cooperation

Taking cognizance of the need for improving pedplpeople contacts,
Pakistan and China have taken several steps towattncing it. A Pak-China
Friendship Centre (mentioned above) was inauguiatedlamabad during former
Chinese premier Wen Jiabao’s visit in December 20t@re are four Pakistan
Study Centres and 8,000 Pakistani students studyargous disciplines in
China{*2 Some private schools have also started teachingeSilanguage in
Pakistari*3) In September 2011, the provincial government ofmdBi
overzealously announced starting teaching of Ceit@sguage as a compulsory
subject from 6th grade onward from 2013 — a denisi@mt came under a lot of
criticism in the pres&4 Notwithstanding the criticism, however, the provaic

education department of the Sindh government akacds. 625 million for
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Chinese language teaching in 201Because of the enormity of the undertaking,

the implementation is slow and not without probldghwmugh(4)

Pakistan and China signed an MoU for establishipgrananent campus
of the Pakistan-China University of Engineeringjefice and Technology in
August 200849 Although the university has not been inaugurated, yn
independent Pakistani think-tank dedicated to mesean China, the Pak-China
Institute, was established on 1 October 2009. Raka& socio-cultural
cooperation has thus been progressing very smoottdythe past few years. It is
also being contemplated celebrating 2015 as thargéFriendly Exchanges+”
While a Confucius Institute was established atNla&onal University of Modern
Languages in Islamabad in 2005, during Chinese ierebn Kegiang’s visit in
May 2013, an agreement was signed for opening anathe at the Karachi
University(48)

Despite the enormity of Pak-China cooperation, abertsegments of
Pakistani society and intelligentsia tend to getramxious about growing Sino-
Indian cooperation. The next section talks aboetithpact or absence thereof of
that particular aspect on Pak-China relations

The India factor

Standing at $ 66.57 billion in 2012, and targetedetach $ 100 billion by
2015, bilateral trade between China and India ig alzead of the bilateral trade
between Pakistan and China. One of the most ob¥amisrs in this, of course, is
the sheer size of the two economies. Growing Siraliah economic relations and
the importance China has started attaching taci@@mic interests vis-a-vis India

has become a source of concern for some mindskistBa.

Ysee <http://www.thenewstribe.com/2012/04/21/rs-625-million-approved-for-chinese-language-program-in-
sindh/>, (last viewed on 27 May 2013).
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Pakistani apprehensions about Indians cozying ufChma are a bit
overstretched, though. Besides the history of ef tmorder war in 1962, there are
longstanding and lingering territorial disputesvin China and India. China
disputes Indian control over Arunachal Pradesh]emmdia has given refuge to
the Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai LafffaMilitary build-up on either side of
their border and the possibility of water disputethe days to come are signs of a
superficial cordiality between China and In&#a.Only days before Chinese
Premier Li Kegiang’s visit to India in May 2013,dia had alleged that Chinese
forces had intruded into Indian territory, crossmger the line of actual control
(LAC).G1) The maritime ambitions of both countries could akssult in a conflict
between the two countri€s) One of the recent examples of how tensions could
easily escalate in the maritime realm is that ofaffjyan Islands or the
Scarborough Shoal. While the dispute was betwednaCénd the Philippines,
India got itself involved by asking China to shoestraint and China asking
Indians to mind their own busine83. Even the economic relations between
China and India are not mutually complementary hade become a source of
discontent between them at tim&s.Senior Indian strategic analyst, Brahma
Chellany, argues in one of his recent articles #@nomic relations between
China and India are strongly in favour of the formehich leaves it with little
incentive to engage with India on political diffaces®>)

Pakistanis need to keep this in mind that thereseveral limitations to the
Sino-Indian relationship such as the territoriabpdites and maritime rivalry,
competing regional and global ambitions, allianeegking at cross-purposes,
etc(>6) On the other hand, Pakistan’s relations with Clireastrongly rooted in a
shared perspective on international relations, radesef territorial disputes, and
complementarity of economic and political interedts matter how much China

and India improve their economic relations or dampeeir political disputes,
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there is a fundamental difference between Chirglaions with Pakistan and its
relations with India. There are neither any outdtag disputes between China
and Pakistan nor any lingering mutual suspicionBickv is not the case with
India, which suggests that while China would nompoomise its economic
benefits in dealing with India, it would always widt as a competitor in the

political realm with a certain amount of cautioraihits dealings with it.

With the burst of economic prosperity of China e tpast couple of
decades, however, it looks like Pakistan has stadéag behind and is finding it
hard to keep pace with it. To sustain economic dempntarities, Pakistan will
have to concentrate on economic development andahelopment of its human
resource potential. Unfortunately though, not dmg Pakistan not grown as fast
as China in the said period of time, it has alsme&do face serious internal
challenges to its national security, which have ardy stinted Pakistan’s growth
itself but have also had a bearing on Pak-Chinatiogls. The next section

discusses that important aspect in their bilaterations.

Countering terrorism

Over a period of time, religious extremism and taricy emanating from
Pakistan has become an irritant in the Pak-Chitatioaes. It is believed that
Muslim extremists belonging to the ethnic Uyghurdlim community of China
started coming to Afghanistan and Pakistan foning in the 1990s. According
to some accounts, the East Turkistan Islamic Moven(lETIM) — a separatist
terrorist organization active in the western Xingaprovince of China —
established its base in Afghanistan in 1997, butedat to Pakistan after the US
invasion of Afghanistan in 20017 Nonetheless, whenever concerns were voiced
in China about terrorist hideouts in Pakistan, B@aki did take action against
Uyghur separatist8® Pakistani troops also killed the leader of ETIMaddan
Makhsum, in 20039
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Chinese fears of internationally connected tertoretworks were further
exacerbated in 2004, when six major attacks toakghgainst Chinese nationals
in quick succession in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Raki§® This development
prompted the Chinese decision-makers to seriouslysider building strong
partnerships with regional countries to counteenmational terrorism. In the
words of Fang Jinying, “[A] high-risk zone broughibout by terrorism is being
shaped around China, from Central Asia to South&agst via South Asia. For
this reason, in the days ahead, counter-terroridirber Chinese army’s another
important duty, while safeguarding national unisyies top priority. To forestall
such a zone through regional cooperation becomes afnthe priorities for
China’s neighborhood diplomacy{t?) Since Pakistan has suffered in the form of
terrorist presence from the spillover effects @ trars in Afghanistan in the late
20th and early 21st century, it has become a kayeplfor China to develop
regional cooperation against terrorism. The vent that there are 120 Chinese
companies and over 10,000 Chinese nationals workingakistari¢2) has also
made Pakistan important for regional counter-tesrorinitiatives as well as
concerns. Chinese cooperation with Pakistan irfighé of counter-terrorism and
its concerns regarding terrorist presence in Pakisgmained a major component

of the bilateral relations between the two coustdaring the period under study.

In March 2008, Chinese authorities linked a botcpkaahe-hijack incident
to Pakistan®3) As Pakistani authorities scrambled to find leadthe perpetrators
of the attempt, Chinese government stood firm viRtikistan with its Foreign
Minister, Yang Jiechi, lauding Pakistan’s help agaiseparatists in Xinjiang
during his visit soon after the incident in Aprid@ (54 The issue of terrorism
remained high on Chinese priority list as it wased in a meeting between the

then advisor to prime minister of Pakistan on lieteAffairs, Rehman Malik, and
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his Chinese counterpart Meng Jianzhu during th# efsprime minister Yusuf

Raza Gilani to Beijing in August 2008)

In another terrorist incident, two Chinese engisagere kidnapped from
Upper Dir district of Malakand Division on 29 Augu08, while returning from
a tower site of a cell phone company, soon after ghme minister’s visit. It
resulted in another round of discussions, this tiwigh Pakistan’s military
leadership, during the first China visit of Chieff Army Staff (COAS), Gen.
Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, after assuming office in Seylter 200836

On 29 September 2008, the Swat chapter of the H-efiialiban Pakistan
(TTP) offered to release the two Chinese enginleeld hostage by them in return
for the release of 136 jailed militants. One of the two kidnapped Chinese
engineers was recovered by Pakistan’s armed fonc€ctober 2008, at a time
when President Zardari was on a visit to ChiflaThe second engineers was
recovered on 14 February 2009 amid rumours thavtdsefreed in return for the
release of several imprisoned militaf¥es Before that, however, another Chinese

engineer was injured at a militant attack at DaoyaP4 Decembér?)

The developments did not go unnoticed in the Clermagss and several
reports were published there in March-April 200®@bChinese concerns over
the activities of the ETIM in the Federally Admitgsed Tribal Areas of Pakistan
(FATA).("Y) That cast a shadow on the discussions betweerd®neZardari and
Chinese premier Wen Jiabao on the sidelines oatimeial Boao Forum for Asia
(BFA) in April 2009, where terrorism was a majoiigoon the agend@? In June
2009, after the Chinese president had conveyedsaage urging Pakistan to act
against ETIM militants based in FATA, the Pakisgovernment is reported to
have extradited 10 suspected ETIM militants to @KiA

Showing sympathy with Chinese stance on the is$gemaratist Muslim

extremism, President Zardari was quoted as tejtingalists before his departure
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for China on his fourth official visit in August 20, “We are glad that the
situation in Urumgi has been brought under contvge believe that China’s
policy of social harmony and development is prodgcgreat results for all
Chinese peoplel™ Seemingly expressing urgency, Chinese Presidant]iftao
not only suggested to Pakistan to review its secstrategy but also offered help
in that connection at his meeting in China with tien prime minister of
Pakistan, Yusuf Raza GilatiP) President Hu repeated his offer during his July
2010 meeting with President Zard&¥i.

Chinese concerns were somewhat addressed by Pakiben in August
2011, five Chinese nationals with suspected limksetrorists in Xinjiang, were
deported to Chin&”) On a visit to China soon after the deportatiorg then
foreign minister of Pakistan, Hina Rabbani Kharsumed Chinese officials of
Pakistan’s full cooperation against any memberETM who might have taken
refuge in Pakistafi®) The assurances came after two successive terabiasks

in the town of Kashgar in Xinjiang.

Terrorist attacks targeting Chinese nationals kepttaking place in
Pakistan despite repeated assurances by Pakisthrcariinued cooperation
between the two countries on the subject. In Felra@l12, a Chinese woman
was killed while on a sightseeing trip in Peshawdh her Pakistani friend, who
was also killed in the attadk) This attack was particularly significant because
the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed resphbifisy for it with a clearly
articulated intent of targeting Chinese interest®akistan for showing solidarity
with the ETIM. The spokesman of the Darra Adamkttepter of the TTP was
reported as saying that the kiling was a revenfjéthe atrocities committed
against Muslims” in  Xinjiang:® The Governor of Xinjiang-Uyghur Autonomous
Region, Nur Bekri, was quick to underscore the dirtketween the Muslim

militants of Xinjiang and the militants in Pakistéh
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In July 2012, the Chinese Consulate in Karachi watiacked with a
remote-controlled bomb, which left three peopleauiad®2 On 21 May 2013,
there was another attack on Chinese nationalskistaa: a delegation of Chinese
engineers was attacked with an improvised explosexece (IED). The engineers
and their Pakistan Rangers escort escaped untuatibe the detonator of the IED
misfired (83 This latest attack on Chinese nationals in Pakistady a day before
the arrival of the new Chinese premier Li Kegiangsvanother reminder of the
ever present threat for Chinese nationals in Paakist

Conclusion

Like the almost six decades preceding it, Pak-Chalations in the past
five years have also stood the test of time. Ndy dvave Pakistan and China
considerably improved upon their economic, deferacel cultural cooperation,
they have also stood by one another in times oir ttespective need. The
reversion of the Gwardar Port operations to COPHis awnother milestone in the
relations. Not only did the port operations, thys,back to its rightful place, they
would also play an instrumental role in the updiftPakistan and prosperity of the
relatively less developed western parts of Chirfee €@conomic corridor — that
would connect Gwardar Port with western China ak ageCentral Asia — will
not only have immense economic value, it would glab Pak-China friendship
on even more stable footing. Given the fact thatisan and China have no
outstanding disputes, the economic corridor plan Igwe with the realities of the
interdependence of the twenty-first century wherenemic complementarities

between nations cement their relations.

Even though China is improving upon its economiatiens with India, it
should not be a matter of concern for Pakistanab®e the overall context of
Sino-Indian relations is marred by territorial diggs, economic rivalry,

competing regional and global ambitions, and lack overlapping
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complementarities in the strategic realm. A ChinBsiene Minister flying into
Pakistan from India is only the most obvious pdrittee story of relations of
China with the two countries. The latent core ofrals approach towards both
Pakistan and India suggests that China would aMsysvary of India while it

would always be comfortable and confident with Be.

Terrorism has become a global concern over the quagile of decades.
China has not remained immune from its destructhygact, while Pakistan is one
of the countries that have suffered the most franChina has concerns about
global terrorist networks trying to target Chines#ionals abroad or supporting
extremist terrorists, like the ETIM, at home. Bezawf the war in Afghanistan,
several terrorist outfits have established theailebuts in Pakistan’s border areas
with it, which has resulted in increased terroaistivity in Pakistan as well as its
spillover from Pakistan to some other countriekiftan is trying its best to fight
the menace of terrorism while endeavouring, atséme time, to keep its own
head above water. The problem, however, persistshas landed Pakistan into
some serious troubles in the past with other c@sitiThe terrorists are trying
their utmost to subvert Pak-China relations as ,walt the exemplary relations
have withstood that test as well. There is no demyhe fact, however, that
terrorism has surfaced as one of the major irstamPak-China relations over the
past couple of decades. Keeping in view the impodaPakistan attaches to its
relations with China, protection of Chinese natlsnan Pakistani soil and
elimination of remnants of ETIM or their supportérs any part of Pakistan

should be a top priority for Pakistan.

Pakistan and China are destined to go a long wgsther because the two
countries, as in the words of Prime Minister Li katy, treat each other with

sincerity, cooperate for mutual benefit, and thiovepopular local suppoft?)
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