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Executive summary

In August 2025, India witnessed a troubling surge in hate crimes and communal violence,
primarily targeting Muslims and Christians. These incidents spanned across several states
and took the form of house demolitions, mob violence, inflammatory political rhetoric,
unprovoked assaults, and cow vigilantism. The pattern reflected both grassroot hostility
and the legitimization of hate speech at the highest political levels.

The month began with the demolition of a Bengali-speaking Muslim family’s home in
Assam, where they were branded as “Bangladeshis” and denied the right to live in the
state. This act of institutional discrimination was followed by a series of mob attacks. In
Odisha, around seventy people ambushed Catholic priests, nuns, and a catechist returning
from a memorial service, accusing them of religious conversions. Similarly, in Uttar
Pradesh, a young Muslim man was brutally assaulted with sharp weapons, subjected to
communal slurs, and left in critical condition.

Hate speech and political rhetoric intensified the hostile climate. Senior leaders, including
Prime Minister Modi and the Chief Ministers of Assam and Uttarakhand, used
Independence Day speeches to propagate conspiracy theories such as “Love Jihad,” “Land
Jihad,” and “Thook Jihad,” while vilifying Bengali-speaking Muslims as infiltrators. Far-
right leaders and nationalist groups further amplified this narrative by urging Hindus to
boycott economic engagement with minorities and by portraying Muslims and Christians
as existential threats. Disturbingly, these messages were echoed in schools, local rallies,
and religious gatherings, with instances of children being incited against minority
communities and performances depicting Muslim women as terrorists.

Alongside rhetoric, unprovoked physical attacks also escalated. A Muslim cleric was
beaten and robbed in Bihar, citing Islamophobic abuse. In Chhattisgarh and Bihar, Bajrang
Dal and VHP members stormed churches and prayer gatherings, assaulting worshippers
and vandalizing property. In Maharashtra, a Muslim youth was paraded and beaten to
death for allegedly being close to a Hindu girl, while in Uttarakhand, another Muslim man
was attacked for refusing to chant “Jai Shri Ram.”

Cow vigilantism also remained a recurring theme. In West Bengal, BJP members beat,
tied, and publicly humiliated four Muslim cattle traders, accusing them of smuggling
cows. In Bihar, an elderly Muslim couple transporting cows for rearing was harassed and
threatened by right-wing activists.

Taken together, these incidents highlight an alarming rise in communal polarization and
targeted violence. The normalization of hate speech by political leaders, combined with



mob attacks and institutional actions such as demolitions, indicates a systematic pattern
of hostility toward minorities. National events and symbols, including Independence Day
celebrations, were weaponized to promote exclusionary narratives, further entrenching
communal divides. The developments of August 2025 emphasize urgent need for
accountability and interventions to safeguard the rights and dignity of vulnerable
communities.



Highlights

MOB LYNCHING

Location
(District/State)

Perpetrators

Targeted
Communities

Details of
Attack

Balasore district, ..Q Victims returning
6 August Odisha ([ )] from amemorial
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ATTACKS BY COW VIGILANTE GROUPS
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DATE LOCATION PERPETRATORS/ GROUPS DETAILS OF
(DISTRICT/ STATE) VICTIMS ATTACKS
Beaten, tied,
2 August, Durgapur, Four Muslim cattle paraded publicly,
2025 West Bengal traders forced to hold ears;
accused of
smuggling 20 cows
20 August, Gg_[;lalgan] 2 Elderly Muslims Intercepted while
2025 P A couple transporting 2 cows
anchdevi block) :
for rearing; harass-
ed, threatened
despite explanation;
video of incident




Tabular form

Mob Lynching
Date Location Perpetrators
(District/ State)
6 August 2025 | Balasore district, Mob of 70
(reported 11 = Odisha (near people accusing
Aug) Gangadhar victims of
village, Jaleswar  religious
parish) conversions
21 August 2025  Barla village, Group of more
Muzaffarnagar than 10 men
district, Uttar
Pradesh
Hate Speech
Date Location Perpetrators
(District/
State)
2 August, Jhunjhunu, BJP leader and
2025 Rajasthan lawyer
Ashwini
Upadhyay
9 August, Thane, Far-right
2025 Maharashtra influencer
Kajal
Hindustani
(Sakal Hindu

Targeted Details of
Communities Attack
Christians (2 Victims
priests and 2 returning from a
nuns) memorial
service were
surrounded,
abused, and
physically
attacked.
Muslims (young | Victim was
man, Fardeen) brutally

assaulted with
sharp weapons,
subjected to
communal slurs,
and left
critically
injured.

Nature of Hate
Speech/ Action

Targeted
Communities

Muslims, Spread conspiracy
Christians theories (‘love
jihad’, ‘land jihad’,
conversions),
claimed Hindus
extinct in 9 states.
Muslims, Urged Hindus to
Christians trade only with
(indirect) Hindus, alleging

economic activity
funds ‘jihad’ and
conversions.



11 August,
2025

12 August,
2025

13 August,
2025

15 August,
2025

15 August,
2025

15 August,
2025

15 August,
2025

Sitapur, UP

Lakhimpur
Kheri, UP

Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthan

Delhi
(Independence
Day speech)

Kamrup,
Assam

Dehradun,
Uttarakhand

Agra, UP

Samaj event)

Rashtriya
Hindu Sher
Sena president
Vikas
Chaturvedi

Hindu
nationalist orgs
& girl’s family

Hindu
nationalist
Mukesh
Chaudhary
(Karni Sena)

PM Narendra
Modi

CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma

CM Pushkar
Singh Dhami

Govind
Parashar
(Rashtriya
Hindu Parishad
president) &
associate

Muslims

Muslims

Muslims man

Bengali
Muslims

Muslims

Muslims

Muslims

At VHP
Foundation Day,
said he was not

“born in a namazi
house,” targeted
Muslims as a
threat.

Protested alleged
interfaith
elopement, spread
“love jihad”
conspiracy theory.

Harassed Muslim
for being with
Hindu woman,

hurled slurs, seized
motorcycle key,
accused of “love
jihad.”

Called them
“ghuspetiye”
(infiltrators),
accused them of
snatching
livelihoods and
targeting women.

In independence
day speech, spread
conspiracy theories

of ‘Love Jihad’,

‘Land Jihad’,
linked to evictions
of “encroachers.”

Propagated ‘Love
Jihad,” ‘Land
Jihad,” ‘Thook
Jihad’; pledged

stricter anti-
conversion law.

Harassed Muslim
man for wearing
tricolor scarf;
forced to chant
slogans, accused of
being Pakistani.



15 August, Darbhanga, Lallan Kumar
2025 Bihar (coaching
teacher)
15 August,  Bhavnagar, Kumbharwada
2025 Gujarat students (play)
15 August, Bhopal, BJP leader &
2025 Madhya minister
Pradesh Kailash
Vijayvargiya
15 August, Ballia, UP VHP speaker
2025 Mangaldev
Choubey
Unprovoked Mob Attacks
Date Location Perpetrators/
(District/ Groups
State)
1 August, Muzaffarpur, Unidentified
2025 Bihar attackers
10 August, Raipur, Bajrang Dal &
2025 Chhattisgarh VHP members

Muslims,
Sikhs

Muslims
(burga-clad
women
portrayed)

Pakistan (by
extension
Muslims)

Christians

Targeted
Community/
Victims

Muslim cleric
(Maulana)

Christians
(churchgoers)

Incited children
with posters
branding Muslims
& Sikhs as
terrorists; urged
burial of those
invoking Allah.

Independence Day
play depicted
Muslim women as
terrorists
referencing
Pulwama/Pahalgam
attacks.

Independence Day
speech: Dreamed

of Akhand Bharat,
“hoist tricolor in
Islamabad too.”

Alleged
missionaries lure
Hindu women with
rice/medicines;
urged Hindus to
stay away.

Details of
Attack

Assaulted and
robbed;
accused falsely
of being with a
girl; hurled
Islamophobic
slurs.

Stormed
church,
attacked
congregation,
vandalized
property,
chanted
Hanuman



10 August,
2025

11 August,
2025

11 August,
2025

18 August,
2025

Katihar, Bihar Bajrang Dal
members (30-

40 armed men)

Abu Nagar, ~1,000
Uttar Pradesh Hindutva
members incl.
Bajrang Dal
Jalgaon, Local mob (8
Maharashtra arrested)
Pauri Garhwal, Three men
Uttarakhand  (Mukesh Bhatt,
Naveen
Bhandari,

Manish Bisht)

Attacks by Cow Vigilante Groups

Date

2 August,
2025

Location Perpetrators/
(District/ Groups
State)
Durgapur, BJP members
West Bengal (local group)

Christians

(Sunday prayer

gathering)

Muslims
(heritage
site/tomb)

Muslim youth
(Suleman
Rahim Khan,
21)

Muslim man
(Rizwan
Ahmad, from
Saharanpur)

Targeted
Community/
Victims

Four Muslim
cattle traders

Chalisa,
accused of
conversions.

Attacked
pastor’s home
during Sunday

service,
assaulted
attendees with
rods, sticks,
pistols, left
several injured.

Stormed tomb
of Nawab
Abdus Samad
Khan,
vandalized,
planted saffron
flags; BJP
leader led mob
but unnamed in
FIR.

Paraded and
beaten to death
over suspicion
of being close
to Hindu girl;

family
members
assaulted.

Assaulted for
refusing to
chant “Jai Shri
Ram”; video
showed him
bleeding.

Details of
Attacks

Beaten, tied,
paraded
publicly, forced
to hold ears;



20 August,
2025

Gopalganj,
Bihar
(Panchdevi
block)

Hindutva group

led by Pradeep
Maurya

Elderly
Muslims
couple

accused of
smuggling 20
COowSs

Intercepted
while
transporting 2
cows for
rearing;
harassed,
threatened
despite
explanations;
video of
incident went
viral.



Pictorial presentation with brief detail and sources

Demolition of Houses

The Quint

Date: 1 August 2025

House of a Bengali-speaking Muslim was demolished in Golaghat, Assam
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

Nasir Uddin, a Bengali-speaking Assamese Muslim's house was demolished amid the
ongoing eviction drive. He alleged his family was told that they are "Bangladeshis™ and
cannot live in Assam.

[Photo: Kazi Sharowar Hussain/Maktoob]



https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-india/
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-india/

Mob Attacks

India Today
Date: 11 August 2025

How attack on Christian priests, nuns in Odisha feeds into a wider trend
https://www.indiatoday.in/india-today-insight/story/how-attack-on-christian-priests-
nuns-in-odisha-feeds-into-a-wider-trend-2768903-2025-08-10

On the evening of August 6, what began as a quiet return from a memorial service in rural
Odisha turned into a violent ordeal that has once again brought the safety of India’s
religious minorities under scrutiny. Near Gangadhar village, under the Jaleswar parish in
Balasore district, a mob of around 70 people allegedly surrounded and assaulted two
Catholic priests, a catechist and two nuns. They had just attended a Requiem Mass and
fellowship meal in a nearby Catholic home, but by 9 pm, on their way back, they were
allegedly confronted, abused and physically attacked by a group that accused them of
religious conversions.

[Source: India Today]
Muslim Mirror
Date: 21 August 2025

Young Muslim man brutally attacked by mob in Muzaffarnagar village
https://muslimmirror.com/young-muslim-man-brutally-attacked-by-mob-in-
muzaffarnagar-village/

A young Muslim man was brutally assaulted by a mob in Barla village of Muzaffarnagar
district, Uttar Pradesh, on Thursday, August 21. The victim, identified as Fardeen, is
currently in critical condition after sustaining multiple injuries during the attack.
According to Fardeen, more than ten men surrounded and assaulted him with sharp
weapons. He alleged that the attack was motivated solely by his religious identity. “They
attacked me with sharp objects and abused me, calling me a katua,” Fardeen told local
reporters, referring to a derogatory slur often directed at Muslims.

Hate speech

The Quint

Date: 2 August 2025

BJP leader fueled hatred against Muslims and Christians in Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

BJP leader and lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay spread hate speech about the Muslim and
Christian populations, promoting anti-Muslim conspiracy theories such as ‘love jihad’ and
‘land jihad’. He claimed these, along with religious conversions, alleged that Hindus have
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become extinct in nine Indian states.

Hindutva Watch

Date: 9 August 2025

Far-right influencer urged to do economic activity with Hindus only in Thane,
Maharashtra

https://x.com/HindutvaWatchIn/status/1955879458956546420?utm

At a Raksha Bandhan event organised by the Sakal Hindu Samaj, far-right influencer
Kajal Hindustani urged Hindus to conduct economic activity only with other Hindus,
claiming trade with non-Hindus funds “love jihad,” “land jihad,” and religious
conversions.

Hindutva Watch

Date: 11 August 2025

Hindu Sher Sena president targeted Muslims during VHP’s foundation day event
in Sitapur, UP
https://www.hindutvawatch.org/rashtriya-hindu-sher-sena-president-targets-muslims-
with-provocative-speech-at-tiranga-rally-advocates-violence/

During the Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s Foundation Day event, Rashtriya Hindu Sher Sena
president Vikas Chaturvedi targeted Muslims, claiming he was born in a Sanatani house,
“not born in a namazi house” to be scared by someone’s threat.

The Quint

Date: 12 August 2025

Member of Hindu nationalist organizations protested outside a police station after
the alleged elopement of an inter-caste couple in Lakhimpur Kheri, UP
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

Members of Hindu nationalist organisations, along with the girl’s family, protested at
the police station after the alleged elopement of an interfaith couple, peddling the anti-
Muslim conspiracy theory of “love jihad."

The Quint

Date: 13 August 2025

Karni Sena leader peddled hatred against Muslim in Jhunjunu, Rajasthan
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

Hindu nationalist Mukesh Chaudhary harassed a Muslim man for being with a Hindu
woman, falsely accusing him of “love jihad.” He hurled slurs, seized their motorcycle
key, demanded their IDs, and later handed them over to the police.

The Print

Date: 15 August 2025

PM Modi dog whistled against Bengali-Muslims in Independence Day Speech
https://theprint.in/india/modi-announces-demography-mission-to-weed-out-infiltrators-
bjps-ghuspaithiya-politics-over-the-yrs/2721708/

Prime Minister Narendra Modli, in his Independence day speech, made communal
remarks, dog-whistling against Bengali-speaking Muslims, calling them "ghuspetiye"
(infiltrators), snatching livelihoods, targeting country's sisters and daughters.

NDTV

Date: 15 August 2025

CM Assam promoted Conspiracy theories of ‘Love Jihad’ and ‘Land Jihad’ in
Kamrup Assam
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/facing-love-jihad-threat-assam-chief-ministers-
independence-day-message-9092937?utm

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, in his independence day speech, promoted
conspiracy theories of 'Love Jihad' and 'Land jihad', claiming various types of ‘Jihad' have
emerged and are disturbing the climate in the state. He also added that the recent evictions
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to free land from "unidentified encroachers.

The Print

Date: 15 August 2025

CM Assam promoted Conspiracy theories of ‘Love Jihad’, ‘Land Jihad’ and
‘Thook Jihad’ in Dehradun, Uttarkhand
https://theprint.in/india/after-cm-dhamis-thook-jihad-remark-uttarakhand-advisory-for-
cctv-in-dhaba-kitchens-random-checks/2314414/

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami, in his Independence Day speech, propagated
theories of 'Love Jihad,' 'Land Jihad' and "Thook Jihad,' claiming that his government has
taken action against them. He added that he is planning to make the anti-conversion law
stricter.

The Quint

Date: 15 August 2025

A Muslim was harassed for wearing a tricolor in Agra, UP
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

Govind Parashar, national president of the Rashtriya Hindu Parishad and another local
with him harassed a Muslim for wearing a tricolor scarf around his neck. The man stated
he was going for a rally on independence day, but the men told him to chant 'Bharat Mata
ki Jai' and said, 'This is not Pakistan.'

The Quint

Date: 15 August 2025

A coaching teacher found inciting students against Muslims and Sikhs in
Darbhanga, Bihar
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

Lallan Kumar, a coaching teacher, led a procession of 8-10 year-old students, allegedly
handing them posters which branded Muslims and Sikhs as terrorists. He also reportedly
called for burying anyone who invoked Allah's name in India.

The Quint

Date: 15 August 2025

Students performed an act portraying burga-clad women as terrorists in
Bhavnagar, Gujrat
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

On Independence Day, students of Kumbharwada school performed an act portraying
burga-clad women as terrorists, shooting the students in the play, while the audio
mentioned the Pulwama and Pahalgam attack.

Bhaskarenglish

Date: 15 August 2025

CM expressed his dream of Akhand Bharat in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
https://www.bhaskarenglish.in/local/mp/indore/news/vijayvargiya-says-we-got-khati-
phati-azaadi-on-august-15-vision-akhand-bharat-hope-to-hoist-tricolor-on-islamabad-
indore-statement-135687164.html

Madhya Pradesh BJP leader and minister Kailash Vijayvargiya, in his Independence Day
speech, said they dream of Akhand Bharat and will "hoist the tricolor in Islamabad too."
The Quint

Date: 15 August 2025

Speaker in VHP foundation day event accused Christians of luring Hindu women
in Ballia, UP
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

At VHP's foundation day, speaker Mangaldev Choubey alleged that Christian
missionaries target poor Hindu women, luring them with medicines and rice, and urged
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them to stay away from them.

Unprovoked attacks

The Quint

Date: 1 August 2025

Maulana was assaulted in Muzaffarpur, Bihar allegedly driven by Islamophobic
sentiments
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

A Maulana was assaulted and robbed while stopping by a field to relieve himself. He
alleged that the attackers falsely accused him of being with a girl, hurled Islamophobic
slurs, beat him, and stole his money.

Kashmir Media Service

Date: 10 August 2025

Church was attacked by Bajrang Dal and VHP members in Raipur, Chhattisgarh
https://kmsnews.org/kms/2025/08/18/vhp-bajrang-dal-members-storm-raipur-church-
assault-worshippers.html

VHP and Bajrang Dal members barged into a church, attacked the local Christians,
vandalised their property, chanted Hanuman Chalisa as they accused the Christians of
forced religious conversions.

The Quint

Date: 10 August 2025

Members of Bajrang Dal allegedly attacked a Sunday gathering in Katihar, Bihar
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/uncovering-hate-crime-tracker-communal-violence-
india/

Bajrang Dal members allegedly attacked a Sunday prayer gathering at a local pastor's
home, leaving several injured. Witnesses claimed that 30—40 men armed with rods, sticks,
and pistols stormed the premises, assaulting attendees and preventing them from leaving.
India Today

Date: 11 August 2025

Members of Hindutva organizations stormed the tomb of Nawab Abdus Samad
Khan in UP
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/mob-vandalises-tomb-outside-mausoleum-in-ups-
fatehpur-claiming-complex-was-built-on-top-of-temple-2769367-2025-08-11?utm
Around 1,000 members of Hindutva organisations including Bajrang Dal, stormed the
tomb of Nawab Abdus Samad Khan in Abu Nagar locality, they damaged the structures,
planted saffron flags and created a ruckus. The BJP leader who led the mob was not named
in the FIR.

Scroll.in

Date: 11 August 2025

Muslim Youth beaten to death for purportedly being close to a Hindu girl in
Jalgaon, Maharashtra
https://scroll.in/latest/1085521/maharashtra-21-year-old-muslim-man-beaten-to-death-
allegedly-by-members-of-hindutva-group?utm

A 21-year-old Muslim, Suleman Rahim Khan in Maharashtra was paraded and beaten to
death and his family members assaulted when they attempted to save him over suspicion
that he was close to a Hindu girl, reportedly. Eight people have been arrested so far.
Kashmir Media Service

Date: 18 August 2025

Muslim man assaulted for refusing to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’ in Uttarakhand
https://kmsnews.org/kms/2025/08/18/muslim-man-assaulted-for-refusing-to-chant-jai-
shri-ram-in-uttarakhand.html

Dehradun: A Muslim man was assaulted by three people in Uttarakhand’s Pauri Garhwal
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for refusing to chant “Jai Shri Ram” on Independence Day.

According to Kashmir Media Service, a video of the incident showed the man bleeding
after being beaten up by the accused. The survivor of the hate crime has been identified
as Rizwan Ahmad, a resident of Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh. The culprits have been
identified as Mukesh Bhatt, Naveen Bhandari, and Manish Bisht.

Cow vigilantism

[Source: Citizens for Justice and Peace]

Telegraph India

Date: 2 August 2025

Muslim cattle traders were beaten for allegedly smuggling cows in Durgapur, West
Bengal
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/bjp-activists-beat-four-traders-in-durgapur-
for-transporting-smuggled-cows-in-mini-truck-prnt/cid/2116096

A group of BJP members beat up four Muslim cattle traders, tied their hands, and
paraded them publicly while forcing them to hold their ears. They accused the cattle
traders of transporting 20 "smuggled™ cows.

Muslim Mirror

Date: 20 August 2025

Bihar: Right wing harass elderly Muslim couple transporting cows in Gopalganj
https://muslimmirror.com/bihar-right-wing-harass-elderly-muslim-couple-transporting-
cows-in-gopalganj/

An elderly Muslim couple in Panchdevi block of Bihar’s Gopalganj district were
intercepted and harassed by a local Hindutva group while they were transporting two cows
they had purchased for rearing.The video of the harassment recorded by the perpetrator
has gone viral on social media. The accused, Pradeep Maurya, a leader of the local
Hindutva group, halted the couple accusing them of cow smugglers and started harassing
them. Despite the elderly man asserting that the cows were being transported for rearing
and pledging that he is not involved in anything illegal, Pradeep and his associates
continue to harass and do not listen to them without verifying their allegations.
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The elderly man can be heard saying, “I always rear around four animals for milk and
business. This is not illegal. His wife also pleads and asks, “We are taking them to take
care of them. Why are you treating us like animals? ”’In the video, while the elderly couple
look scared and fear for their lives, Maurya continues to threaten them saying, “If I see
you both next time, | will tie you here’.



