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The Hate Tracker documents the structural discrimination faced by minorities and lower 

castes in India. It compiles its information from credible newspapers and awareness forums 

operating within India. Each month, the analysis of reported incidents is presented in three 

formats— (1) a summary, (2) a tabular compilation, and (3) a pictorial representation—to 

facilitate academic research. The Hate Tracker also duly cites all the sources it relies upon. 
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The Hate Tracker report of January 2026 documents a widening pattern of communal 
polarization, hate speech, caste-based violence, minority harassment, and 
institutional impunity across India. The incidents span politics, education, public 
discourse, campuses, and law enforcement, collectively indicating a distressing 
environment for minorities and a normalization of identity-based exclusion and 
violence. 
 
Communal Politics 
 
On 23 January 2026, Maktoob Media reported that the National Medical 
Commission’s revocation of recognition of the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Institute of 
Medical Excellence (SMVDIME) in Jammu—citing failure to meet academic 
standards—was politicized by Hindutva groups. Rather than focusing on regulatory 
shortcomings, these groups celebrated the shutdown as a communal “victory,” as 42 
of the 50 enrolled students were Muslim. Protestors demanded that admissions be 
restricted exclusively to Hindu candidates and that the existing admission list be 
scrapped. The episode transformed an administrative decision into a vehicle for 
religious exclusion, leaving students and families uncertain about their academic 
futures. 
 
In a separate incident, Maktoob Media reported on 24 January 2026 that AIMIM 
corporator Sahar Shaikh, newly elected from Mumbra, Maharashtra, became the 
target of a coordinated hate campaign following her victory speech. BJP leader 
Naveed Rana and others accused her of communalism, with remarks such as “go to 
Pakistan” circulating widely on social media. Shaikh faced online abuse, threats, and 
police complaints filed by BJP leaders. Civil rights groups described the episode as 
political intimidation aimed at silencing a young Muslim woman representative and 
marginalizing minority political participation. 
 
Hate Speech 
 
An annual report by the India Hate Lab, on 13 January 2026, documented 1,318 in-
person hate speech events targeting religious minorities across 21 Indian states in 
2025. The report noted a 13% increase from 2024 and a 97% rise from 2023, with nearly 
98% of incidents targeting Muslims, either alone or alongside Christians. Narratives 
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such as “love jihad,” “land jihad,” and “population jihad” were frequently used, and 
calls for violence and economic boycotts were common. Hindutva organizations, 
including the VHP and Bajrang Dal, were identified as key organizers, while BJP-
ruled states recorded the highest number of incidents, indicating that hate speech has 
become sustained rather than episodic. 
 
Further illustrating this trend, Muslim Mirror reported on 23 January 2026 that 
inflammatory remarks were made at the Virat Hindu Conference in Raebareli, Uttar 
Pradesh. Speakers Khushboo Pandey and Riddhima Sharma used phrases such as 
“Kill 100 for 2” and derogatory references like “gobi farming,” widely interpreted as 
inciting violence against Muslims and Christians. Civil society groups argued that 
such rhetoric, delivered at large public gatherings, reflects an emboldened culture of 
hate speech and increases the risk of vigilantism and social exclusion. 
 
Hate Crimes 
 
A series of caste- and religion-based assaults were reported during January 2026. On 
19 January 2026, Times of India reported that a Dalit man, Pappu Diwakar, was 
assaulted and forcibly tonsured in Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh, an act widely recognized 
as a form of caste-based humiliation. An FIR was registered under the SC/ST 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, and arrests were made. Rights groups emphasized that 
such acts aim not only to harm but to publicly degrade Dalits and reinforce social 
hierarchies. 
 
Similarly, on 22 January 2026, Times of India reported that a Dalit labourer in Patan 
district, Gujarat, was beaten with sticks after refusing to hand over his sunglasses. The 
assault involved casteist abuse, and police registered a case under atrocity laws, 
highlighting how everyday interactions can escalate into violence shaped by caste 
prejudice. 
 
Communal violence against Muslims was also reported across multiple states. On 20 
January 2026, Muslim Mirror reported that a Muslim youth, Mohammad Dawood, was 
tied to an electric pole and beaten by a mob in Samastipur, Bihar, after being suspected 
of theft. Activists described the incident as part of a broader pattern of mob justice 
and communal profiling. On 22 January 2026, Muslim Mirror reported that a Muslim 
youth, Anas, was assaulted in Agra after being asked about his religion, raising 
concerns that religious identity was a trigger for the attack. 
Earlier, on 17 January 2026, Muslim Mirror reported the death of Alauddin Sheikh, a 
Muslim migrant worker in Jharkhand, who was allegedly branded “Bangladeshi” and 
assaulted before being found hanging in his rented room. While police initially 
termed it a suicide, family members and residents alleged murder and demanded an 
impartial investigation. 
 
One of the most severe incidents was reported by Muslim Mirror on 11 January 2026, 
when 19-year-old Farhad Ali, a Muslim student, was allegedly set ablaze outside 
Hindu College in Moradabad after an exam. Two accused students were named in the 



 

 

FIR, and the attack sparked widespread condemnation as an extreme manifestation 
of communal hostility in educational spaces. 
 
Social and Campus Conflicts Involving Caste Dynamics 
 
On 18 January 2026, Times of India reported clashes at Lucknow University during a 
march organized by the Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students’ Association (BAPSA) to 
commemorate the anniversary of Rohith Vemula, a Dalit scholar whose death in 2016 
exposed caste discrimination in academia. Members of the ABVP, a right-wing 
student group, intervened, leading to scuffles. Student activists argued that the 
incident reflected ongoing attempts to silence Dalit voices and restrict dissent on 
campuses. 
 
Religious Minority Harassment and Intimidation 
 
On 7 January 2026, Anglican News reported that the Church of South India 
documented widespread hostility against Christians during the Christmas period. 
Incidents included disruption of celebrations and vandalism of decorations at schools 
and public spaces, often attributed to Hindutva-aligned groups. Church leaders 
warned that these acts violated constitutional guarantees of religious freedom and 
undermined India’s pluralistic ethos, calling for stronger protection of minority 
rights. 
 
State Repression and Human Rights Impunity 
 
In January 2026, Amnesty International reported on the death of a Kuki-Zo survivor of 
sexual violence in conflict-affected Manipur, highlighting systemic impunity for 
gender-based crimes. The organization pointed to failures in investigation, 
prosecution, and survivor protection, noting that victims and families often face 
intimidation and bureaucratic barriers. Amnesty emphasized that prolonged 
impunity perpetuates cycles of violence and discrimination against tribal 
communities and called for urgent legal and institutional reforms. 
 
Overall, these January 2026 reports collectively indicate a climate in which communal 
and caste identities are increasingly politicized, hate speech is normalized, and 
accountability mechanisms remain weak. The convergence of political rhetoric, social 
violence, and institutional failures raises serious concerns for minority rights, 
democratic norms, and the rule of law in India. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Communal Hate 
 

Source Date City / 

State 

Community Affected 

/ Targeted 

Key Details 

The Wire 

(analysis) 

Jan 

2026 

Not 

specified 

Minorities (general) Analysis of Sangh Parivar-linked 

violence 

and intimidation against minorities. 

Al Jazeera Jan 14, 

2026 

Not 

specified 

Christians Report on rising attacks and hate 

violence targeting Christians by 

Hindu extremist 

groups. 

Al Jazeera Jan 19, 

2026 

Not 

specified 

Muslims & Hindus Backlash against A.R. Rahman for 

comments on “communal bias”; an 

example of public intimidation. 

Maktoob 

Media 

Jan 23, 

2026 

Jam

mu 

& 

Kas

hmir 

Muslim students Hindutva groups celebrated 

SMVDIME shutdown; demanded 

Hindu-only 

admissions (42/50 students were 

Muslim). 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 11, 

2026 

Not 

specified 

India (general) NSA Ajit Doval speech: “We have to 

revenge our history”; nationalist 

rhetoric seen as aggressive and 

divisive. 

 
 

 

Hate Speech 

 

Source Date City / 

State 

Community 

Affected / Targeted 

Key Details 

Tabular Form 



 

 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 

23, 

2026 

Raebareli

, Uttar 

Pradesh 

Muslims & Christians Hate speech at Virat Hindu 

Conference; “Kill 100 for 2” and 

“gobi farming” 

remarks by Hindutva speakers. 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 

14, 

2026 

Not 

specified 

Muslims & Christians India Hate Lab report: 1,318 hate 

speech 

events in 2025 across 21 states; 

sharp rise in anti-minority speech. 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 

11, 

2026 

Not 

specified 

India (general) NSA Ajit Doval speech: “We have 

to 

revenge our history”; nationalist 

rhetoric seen as aggressive and 

divisive. 

Maktoob 

Media 

Jan 

24, 

2026 

Mumbra, 

Maharashtra 

Muslim corporator “Go to Pakistan” slur; social media 

hate campaign led by BJP leaders 

against 

AIMIM corporator. 
 

 

Hate Crimes 

 

Source Date City / State Community 

Affected / Targeted 

Key Details 

Times of 

India 

Jan 2026 Bareilly, Uttar 

Pradesh 

Dalit Dalit man assaulted and forcibly 

tonsured; FIR registered under 

SC/ST 

Act. 

Times of 

India 

Jan 2026 Patan, Gujarat Dalit Dalit man beaten for refusing to 

hand 

over sunglasses; FIR filed. 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 20, 

2026 

Samastipur, Bihar Muslim youth Mohammad Dawood beaten by 

mob on suspicion of theft; tied 

to electric 

pole; serious injuries. 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 22, 

2026 

Agra, Uttar 

Pradesh 

Muslim youth Anas allegedly assaulted after 

attacker asked, “Are you 

Muslim?”; beaten 

with stick; injury reported. 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 17, 

2026 

Jharkhand (from 

Murshidabad 

migrant) 

Muslim migrant 

worker 

Alauddin Sheikh found dead; 

family alleges he was branded 

“Bangladeshi,” assaulted, and 

murdered; protests 

erupted. 



 

 

Muslim 

Mirror 

Jan 11, 

2026 

Moradabad, Uttar 

Pradesh 

Muslim student Farhad Ali set on fire outside 

Hindu College after exam; two 

students 

named in FIR; accused 

absconding. 

Media 

Reports 

Dec 

2025–

Jan 

2026 

Dehradun, 

Uttarakhand 

Northeast Indian 

(Tripura) 

Lynching of Anjel Chakma; 

national protests and 

investigation continued 

into Jan 2026. 

Media 

Reports 

Dec 

2025–

Jan 

2026 

Kerala Migrant worker 

(Chhattisgarh) 

Lynching of migrant worker 

Ramnarayan Baghel; widely 

reported as hate-linked mob 

killing. 

 

Campus Conflicts Involving Caste Dynamics 

 

Source Date City / State Community 

Affected / Targeted 

Key Details 

Times 

of 

India 

Jan 

2026 

Lucknow, Uttar 

Pradesh 

Dalit students Clash between Dalit student 

group (BAPSA) and ABVP 

during Rohith Vemula 

anniversary protest; authorities 

intervened. 



 

 

Religious Minority Harassment / Social Intimidation 

 

Source Date City / State Community Affected 

/ Targeted 

Key Details 

Anglican 

News 

Jan 

2026 

Not specified Christians Church leaders report 

harassment and hostility toward 

Christians during 

Christmas season continuing 

into 

January. 

Maktoob 

Media 

Jan 24, 

2026 

Mumbra, 

Maharashtra 

Muslim corporator Hate campaign against AIMIM 

corporator; slurs and social 

media abuse after victory 

speech. 

 

State Repression / Human Rights Impunity 
 

Source Date City / State Community 

Affected / Targeted 

Key Details 

Amnesty 

International 

Jan 

2026 

Manipur Kuki-Zo community Report exposes systemic 

impunity for sexual violence 

against Kuki-Zo 

survivors; highlights lack justice 

in 

conflict zone. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Communal Politics 
Maktoob Media 

Date: 23 January 2026 

As Hindutva groups celebrate shutdown of medical institute in Jammu students are left 

adrift  

https://maktoobmedia.com/features/as-hindutva-groups-celebrate-shutdown-of-medical-

institute-in-jammu- students-are-left-adrift/  

In early January 2026, the National Medical Commission (NMC) revoked the recognition of 

the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Institute of Medical Excellence (SMVDIME) in Jammu due to 

failure to meet minimum standards. Rather than being met with disappointment over the 

academic setback, the decision became politically charged when Hindutva groups publicly 

celebrated the shutdown framing it as a victory against Muslims because 42 out of 50 students 

were Muslim. Protesters demanded admissions be restricted exclusively to Hindu candidates 

and demanded the existing admission list be scrapped. 

Students and families were left in limbo, fearful for their academic careers and futures. Critics 

said the celebration reflected communal politics overtaking institutional decisions with 

political groups attempting to turn administrative actions into tools for exclusion and 

marginalization of religious minorities in higher education. 

 

Pictorial presentation with brief detail and 

sources 
 

https://maktoobmedia.com/features/as-hindutva-groups-celebrate-shutdown-of-medical-institute-in-jammu-%20students-are-left-adrift/
https://maktoobmedia.com/features/as-hindutva-groups-celebrate-shutdown-of-medical-institute-in-jammu-%20students-are-left-adrift/


 

 

 

 
 

 
[Maktoob Media] 

 

Maktoob Media  

Date: 24 January 2026 

‘Go to Pakistan’ slur, social media abuse: Hate campaign targets AIMIM Mumbra 

corporator Sahar Shaikh 

https://maktoobmedia.com/india/go-to-pakistan-slur-social-media-abuse-hate-campaign-

targets-aimim-mumbra- corporator-sahar-shaikh/  

A hate campaign was unleashed against AIMIM’s newly elected corporator Sahar Shaikh 

following her victory speech in Mumbra, Maharashtra. BJP leader Navneet Rana and others 

accused her of making a communal remark with Rana allegedly saying those who want to “turn 

everything green” should “go to Pakistan.” The remarks drew sharp criticism and became a 

flashpoint on social media where Shaikh faced abusive comments and threats. 
 

 
[Maktoob Media] 

 

Police complaints were reportedly filed by BJP leaders accusing her of promoting communal 

politics. Supporters of Shaikh and civil rights advocates condemned the campaign as an attempt 

to intimidate a young Muslim woman leader highlighting how political rhetoric is being 

weaponized to marginalize minority voices and silence elected representatives from minority 

communities. 

 

 

 

https://maktoobmedia.com/india/go-to-pakistan-slur-social-media-abuse-hate-campaign-targets-aimim-mumbra-%20corporator-sahar-shaikh/
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/go-to-pakistan-slur-social-media-abuse-hate-campaign-targets-aimim-mumbra-%20corporator-sahar-shaikh/


 

 

 

Hate Speech 
Maktoob Media 

Date: 13 January 2026 

Over 1,300 hate speech incidents against Muslims, Christians in India in

 2025, says report  

https://maktoobmedia.com/india/over-1300-hate-speech-incidents-against-muslims-christians-

in-india-in-2025- says-report/  

An annual report released by the India Hate Lab (IHL) documented 1,318 in-person hate 

speech events targeting religious minorities across 21 states in India during 2025. The report 

noted a 13% increase from 2024 and a 97% rise from 2023, with nearly 98% of speeches 

targeting Muslims either explicitly or alongside 

 

 

https://maktoobmedia.com/india/over-1300-hate-speech-incidents-against-muslims-christians-in-india-in-2025-%20says-report/
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/over-1300-hate-speech-incidents-against-muslims-christians-in-india-in-2025-%20says-report/


 

 

Christians. Conspiracy narratives such as “love jihad,” “land jihad,” and “population jihad” 

were frequently used, and calls for violence or boycotts were prevalent. 

Hindutva groups such as the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and Bajrang Dal were identified 

as organisers in many events, while BJP-ruled states recorded the highest number of incidents. 

The findings underscored that hate speech had become pervasive, not confined to episodic 

spikes around elections but sustained over time, with social media amplifying the reach of such 

rhetoric. 
 

 

 

Muslim Mirror 

Date: 23 January 2026 

Hate speech row in UP: “Kill 100 for 2” and “gobi farming” remarks ignite controversy  

https://muslimmirror.com/hate-speech-row-in-up-kill-100-for-2-and-gobi-farming-remarks-

ignite-controversy/  

At the Virat Hindu Conference in Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh, speakers Khushboo Pandey and 

Riddhima Sharma drew widespread condemnation for using inflammatory language targeting 

Muslims and Christians. Remarks like “Kill 100 for 2” and derogatory “gobi farming” lines 

were construed as explicitly hateful and inciting violence raising serious concerns about the 

normalization of anti-minority rhetoric within public political ev

[“Love Jihad” and Genocide Rhetoric at Hindutva Event in Raebareli Draws Police Complaint] 

 

https://muslimmirror.com/hate-speech-row-in-up-kill-100-for-2-and-gobi-farming-remarks-ignite-controversy/
https://muslimmirror.com/hate-speech-row-in-up-kill-100-for-2-and-gobi-farming-remarks-ignite-controversy/


 

 

 

Civil society groups and commentators argued the incident reflected an emboldened hate 

speech culture where incendiary content is delivered at large political platforms. Minority 

organizations said that such language not only stigmatizes communities but encourages 

vigilantism and social exclusion. 

 

Hate Crimes 
Times of India 

Date: 19 January 2026 

7 booked after Dalit man assaulted, tonsured in Bareilly  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/7-booked-after-dalit-man-assaulted-tonsured-

in-%20%20bareilly/articleshow/126700903.cms  

 

 

[The Observer Post]

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/7-booked-after-dalit-man-assaulted-tonsured-in-%20%20bareilly/articleshow/126700903.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/7-booked-after-dalit-man-assaulted-tonsured-in-%20%20bareilly/articleshow/126700903.cms


 

 

In Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh, a 30-year-old Dalit man named Pappu Diwakar was allegedly 

assaulted by a group of men who forcibly shaved (“tonsured”) his head, moustache and 

eyebrows — a form of public humiliation often associated with caste discrimination. The 

incident reportedly stemmed from an interpersonal dispute over a loan, but abusive language 

included casteist slurs. An FIR was filed under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act and 

three named suspects were arrested while police continued to investigate the video and 

testimony. 

The assault sparked outrage among local rights groups, who denounced it as a caste-based 

atrocity reflecting deeply ingrained social hierarchies. They stressed that humiliation tactics 

like forced tonsuring aim not just to injure but to degrade and mark victims publicly, 

perpetuating social marginalization of Dalits. 

 

Times of India 

Date: 22 January 2026 

Dalit man refuses to hand over sunglasses, beaten with sticks in Gujarat’s Patan district  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/dalit-man-refuses-to-hand-over-

sunglasses-beaten-with-%20sticks-in-gujaratpatan-district/articleshow/127034960.cms  

 

In the Patan district of Gujarat, a 26-year-old Dalit labourer was reportedly assaulted after 

refusing to hand over his sunglasses to another villager. According to the complaint, the 

assailants hurled caste abuse and later returned with sticks, beating him and injuring both him 

and his father when they tried to intervene. Police registered a case under the Scheduled Castes 

and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act along with relevant sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya 

Sanhita. 
 

 

 
 

[Times of India] 

 

The attack underlines how everyday interactions can escalate into violence influenced by caste 

bias. Local residents expressed shock, and human rights observers said the incident points to 

broader problems of caste hostility that go beyond isolated disputes to reflect systemic 

discrimination. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/dalit-man-refuses-to-hand-over-sunglasses-beaten-with-%20sticks-in-gujaratpatan-district/articleshow/127034960.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/dalit-man-refuses-to-hand-over-sunglasses-beaten-with-%20sticks-in-gujaratpatan-district/articleshow/127034960.cms


 

 

Muslim Mirror 

Date: 20 January 2026 

Mob violence targets Muslim youth in Bihar: another case fuels fear among minorities  

https://muslimmirror.com/mob-violence-targets-muslim-youth-in-bihar-another-case-fuels-

fear-among- minorities/  

In Bihar’s Samastipur district, a young Muslim man named Mohammad Dawood was tied to 

an electric pole and beaten by a mob late at night after being suspected of theft. Local residents 

alerted police, but authorities were reported to be verifying all facts while Dawood remained 

hospitalized with serious injuries. 

The incident deepened fears among minority communities about mob justice and communal 

profiling. Activists condemned the attack as part of a pattern of vigilante violence where 

religious identity is used as a pretext for brutality urging stronger legal safeguards and 

prompting law enforcement action to protect vulnerable citizens. 
 

 
[Maktoob Media] 

 

Muslim Mirror 

Date: 22 January 2026 

Assault on Muslim youth in Agra sparks controversy over communal motive 

https://muslimmirror.com/assault-on-muslim-youth-in-agra-sparks-controversy-over-

communal-motive/  

 

In Agra’s Tajganj area, a Muslim youth named Anas was reportedly assaulted after a man asked 

if he was Muslim and then began beating him with a stick. Anas was visiting his grandmother 

with his uncle when the attack occurred; his uncle intervened, but the situation escalated before 

police arrived. 

 

 

 

https://muslimmirror.com/mob-violence-targets-muslim-youth-in-bihar-another-case-fuels-fear-among-%20minorities/
https://muslimmirror.com/mob-violence-targets-muslim-youth-in-bihar-another-case-fuels-fear-among-%20minorities/
https://muslimmirror.com/assault-on-muslim-youth-in-agra-sparks-controversy-over-communal-motive/
https://muslimmirror.com/assault-on-muslim-youth-in-agra-sparks-controversy-over-communal-motive/


 

 

 
The assault prompted local outrage and discussions about whether the incident was driven by 

communal animosity or a personal dispute. Human rights advocates said the query about religion 

before the attack suggested bias, calling for a thorough investigation and protection for individuals 

targeted based on faith. 
 

 

Available on: https://x.com/MuslimMirror/status/2014348915211182221 



 

 

 

Muslim Mirror 

Date: 17 January 2026 

Muslim migrant worker branded Bangladeshi found dead in Jharkhand; protests erupt  

https://muslimmirror.com/muslim-migrant-worker-branded-bangladeshi-found-dead-in-

jharkhand-protests- erupt/  

 

The body of Alauddin Sheikh, a Muslim migrant worker from Murshidabad residing in 

Jharkhand, was discovered hanging in his rented room, leading to allegations he was repeatedly 

assaulted and labelled “Bangladeshi” before being killed. Police initially treated it as a suicide, 

but his family and local residents protested, claiming he was murdered and that the hanging 

was staged to cover up the assault. 

 

 

 

[Maktoob Media]

https://muslimmirror.com/muslim-migrant-worker-branded-bangladeshi-found-dead-in-jharkhand-protests-%20erupt/
https://muslimmirror.com/muslim-migrant-worker-branded-bangladeshi-found-dead-in-jharkhand-protests-%20erupt/


 

 

The death sparked public unrest, with community members accusing authorities of failing to 

protect migrants and of downplaying the communal elements of the violence. Civil rights 

groups called for an impartial investigation stating that migrant workers are particularly 

vulnerable to discrimination and violence rooted in xenophobic and communal narratives. 

 

Muslim Mirror 

Date: 11 January 2026 

Muslim student set ablaze outside Moradabad college after exam; Aarush Singh, 

Deepak Kumar named in FIR  

https://muslimmirror.com/muslim-student-set-ablaze-outside-moradabad-college-after-exam-

aarush-singh- deepak-kumar-named-in-fir/  

In Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh, 19-year-old Farhad Ali was allegedly set on fire outside Hindu 

College moments after completing an exam. Police named two accused students, Aarush Singh 

and Deepak Kumar, who were reported to be absconding at the time of the report. Witnesses 

said a flammable substance was thrown at Farhad causing his clothes to catch fire. 
 

 
[Maktoob Media] 

 

The incident triggered widespread concern among students and citizens, who rushed to help the 

victim and douse the flames. Community leaders condemned the attack as a violent expression 

of communal hostility, demanding swift police action and judicial oversight to ensure the 

accused are held accountable. 

https://muslimmirror.com/muslim-student-set-ablaze-outside-moradabad-college-after-exam-aarush-singh-%20deepak-kumar-named-in-fir/
https://muslimmirror.com/muslim-student-set-ablaze-outside-moradabad-college-after-exam-aarush-singh-%20deepak-kumar-named-in-fir/


 

 

Social / Campus Conflicts Involving Caste Dynamics 
 

Times of India  

Date: January 18, 2026 

Tension grips LU as student groups clash 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/tension-grips-lu-as-student-groups-

%20clash/articleshow/126626322.cms  

 

At Lucknow University, tensions erupted during a peaceful march by the Birsa Ambedkar 

Phule Students’ Association (BAPSA) to commemorate Rohith Vemula’s anniversary, a Dalit 

scholar whose suicide in 2016 highlighted caste discrimination in academia. Members of the 

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), a right-wing student group, intervened leading to 

physical scuffles between the groups. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Times of India, Available on: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/student-

groups-clash-over-rohith-vemula-death-anniversary-event-on-lucknow-university-

campus/articleshow/97074791.cms 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/tension-grips-lu-as-student-groups-%20clash/articleshow/126626322.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/tension-grips-lu-as-student-groups-%20clash/articleshow/126626322.cms


 

 

Police and university officials intervened to control the situation, while proctorial authorities 

later issued show- cause notices to several students from both organizations. The clash 

underscored ongoing caste-based tensions on campuses, with BAPSA members accusing 

ABVP of attempting to silence Dalit voices and stifle dissent. 

 

Religious Minority Harassment and Intimidation 

Anglican News / ACNS  

Date: 7 January 2026 

Christians faced ‘unacceptable hostility’ over Christmas, says the Church of South India 

https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2026/01/christians-faced-%E2%80%98unacceptable- 

hostility%E2%80%99-over-christmas%2C-says-the-church-of-south-india.aspx 

 

 

 

Christians during the Christmas season and into early January. The Church of South India 

described incidents of intimidation, disruption of celebrations and vandalism of Christmas 

decorations at schools and public spaces, often attributed to Hindutva-aligned groups. 

These actions, they said, occurred even as national leaders made symbolic gestures of 

interfaith harmony. 

 

 

[Christian Solidarity International] 

 

The statement noted that such incidents violated constitutional guarantees of religious 

freedom and undermined India’s pluralistic ethos. Leaders called on civil society and 

governmental authorities to ensure safety and uphold the rights of all citizens to practice 

their faith without fear. Church leaders from across India reported a wave of hostility and 

harassment towards them.  

 

https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2026/01/christians-faced-%E2%80%98unacceptable-hostility%E2%80%99-over-christmas%2C-says-the-church-of-south-india.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2026/01/christians-faced-%E2%80%98unacceptable-hostility%E2%80%99-over-christmas%2C-says-the-church-of-south-india.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

. 

 

State Repression / Human Rights Impunity 

 
Amnesty International  

Date: 20 January 2026 

India: Death of Kuki-Zo survivor exposes systemic impunity for sexual violence in 

Manipur 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/01/india-death-of-kuki-zo-survivor-exposes-

systemic-impunity-for-sexual-violence-in-manipur/  

Amnesty International reported on the death of a Kuki-Zo survivor of sexual violence in 

conflict-affected Manipur, highlighting systemic impunity for such crimes in the region. 

According to the organization, failures in investigation, prosecution and protection 

mechanisms have left survivors without recourse perpetuating patterns of gender-based 

violence and exclusion. 

The report noted that victims and their families often face bureaucratic obstacles and 

intimidation when seeking justice, with accused perpetrators frequently evading 

accountability. Amnesty called for urgent reforms and stronger enforcement of protection 

laws emphasizing that prolonged impunity contributes to a cycle of violence and 

discrimination against tribal communities. 
 

 
[Kabir Jhangiani/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/01/india-death-of-kuki-zo-survivor-exposes-systemic-impunity-for-sexual-violence-in-manipur/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/01/india-death-of-kuki-zo-survivor-exposes-systemic-impunity-for-sexual-violence-in-manipur/


 

 

 


