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In October 2025, India experienced a continued surge in hate crimes, communal polarization, and

institutional targeting of minorities and lower castes, particularly Muslims and Dalits, with
sporadic incidents affecting Christians as well. Across multiple states, these acts manifested
through hate speech by political leaders, arbitrary demolitions, mob violence, and discriminatory
law enforcement. The pattern reflects not only persistent grassroot hostility but also the deepening

normalization of state-backed prejudice.

The month opened with a wave of hate speech that revived old narratives of “Bangladeshi
infiltrators” and “Kinnar Jihad.” Senior BJP leaders, including the Home Minister, propagated
claims linking Muslim population growth to illegal migration, fueling exclusionary sentiment
nationwide. Right-wing campaigns called for boycotts of Muslim businesses, while social media

amplified hate-laden misinformation against both Muslims and transgender persons.

Simultaneously, “bulldozer politics™ intensified as homes, shops, and religious structures linked
to Muslims were demolished in several BJP-ruled states. In Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, and
Madhya Pradesh, properties were razed following minor clashes or religious processions, often
under the pretext of maintaining “public order.” The “I Love Muhammad” campaign - initially a
peaceful expression of devotion - triggered disproportionate crackdowns, with over 4,500 Muslims
booked and hundreds detained. These state actions blurred the line between governance and

collective punishment.

Mob violence and lynching incidents continued with impunity. In Bhopal, a Muslim gym trainer
was attacked by Bajrang Dal members over false “love jihad” allegations, while in Uttar Pradesh,
a Dalit man was lynched on mere suspicion of theft. Such incidents underscore how vigilante
justice has become normalized under the cover of religious and caste identities.



Communal clashes erupted in Karnataka, Odisha, Gujarat, and Maharashtra, often provoked by
hate posts or religious slogans. In Cuttack, Odisha—once a symbol of interfaith harmony—
violence during Durga Puja revealed the manufactured nature of communal tension, with extremist
groups like the Bajrang Dal and VHP exploiting local disputes to incite unrest. Christians in
Jammu & Kashmir also faced mob attacks, further broadening the spectrum of targeted

communities.

Caste-based violence mirrored religious discrimination, with Dalits subjected to brutal public
humiliations and physical assaults in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. Incidents of forced shoe-
licking, abductions, and denial of access to public water sources highlighted enduring structural

inequities.

Taken together, October 2025 reflects a systematic and politicized pattern of hate: inflammatory
rhetoric legitimized violence, administrative actions reinforcing religious discrimination, and
police complicity deepening impunity. The cumulative impact of these trends underscores the
erosion of India’s secular and constitutional ethos. Urgent accountability measures and
institutional reforms are needed to curb this normalization of hate and restore faith in democratic

safeguards for minority communities.



Hate Speech

Source Date Key Detail Target Location
Al Jazeera 8 Oct BJP revives “Bangladeshi Shershahbadi Seemanchal,
2025 infiltrator” narrative to polarize Muslims Bihar
voters, portraying Bangla-speaking
Muslims as outsiders.
Hindustan 10 Amit Shah claims Muslim Muslims India (general)
Times Oct population growth stems from
2025 infiltration from Pakistan and
Bangladesh, reinforcing
exclusionary rhetoric.
Muslim 14 Right-wing groups spread false Muslims, Jabalpur,
Mirror Oct  “Kinnar Jihad” claims; authorities Transgender Madhya
2025  demolish madrasa under pressure. community Pradesh
Hindutva 15 BJP MLA endorses boycott Muslims Bhopal,
Watch Oct campaign urging Hindus not to Madhya
2025 trade with Muslims. Pradesh
Bulldozer Politics
Source Date  Key Detail Target Location
The Indian 1 Oct Authorities demolished  Olympian Muslims Varanasi, Uttar
Express 2025 Mohammad Shahid’s ancestral home Pradesh
for road widening despite family’s plea.
The Wire 2 Oct Under Bajrang Dal pressure, officials Muslims Ahilyanagar,
2025  demolished an alleged slaughterhouse; Maharashtra
activists branded local Muslims as
“jihadi.”
Scroll.in \ 6 Oct After clashes over “I Love Muhammad” Muslims Bareilly,  Uttar
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2025

posters, UP officials razed properties
linked to cleric Taugeer Raza Khan’s
aides.

TRT 16 Oct In BJP-ruled states, Muslims faced

World 2025  arrests and demolitions for displaying “I

Love Muhammad” during Eid-e-Milad.

Lynching Incidents
Source Date  Key Detail
Dainik 3 Oct Bajrang Dal activists attacked Muslim gym
Jagran 2025  trainer Mazhar Khan, accusing him of “love
jihad,” and handed him to police.

Scroll.in 6 Oct A Dalit man, Hariom, was lynched on theft
2025  suspicion; police officers suspended for

negligence.

Communal Violence Incidents

Source

Hindustan
Times

Scroll.in

The Wire

Muslim
Mirror

India
Today

The Wire

Date
4 Oct
2025

6 Oct
2025

8 Oct
2025

19
Oct
2025

22
Oct
2025

24
Oct
2025

Key Detail
Clash erupted during Urs procession
after youths raised “I Love
Muhammad” slogans; police restored
order amid rising tension.
Communal violence during Durga Puja
rally led to curfew and internet
suspension; 25 injured including
police.

Bajrang Dal and VHP instigated
communal clash during Durga Puja,
disrupting long-held Hindu-Muslim

harmony in Cuttack.
Violence erupted after VHP leader’s
anti-Muslim post; shops torched, 80
arrested, and selective demolitions
followed.

BJP workers led by MP Medha
Kulkarni performed ‘purification ritual’
with cow urine after namaz video at
Pune fort.

Muslims

Target
Muslim
man

Dalit
man

Target
Muslims

Hindus,

Muslims

Muslims

Muslims

Muslims

Christian preachers attacked with rods ~ Christians

in Kathua; eight police officials
suspended for inaction.

Pradesh

Multiple  BJP-
ruled states
(India)

Location
Bhopal,
Madhya
Pradesh
Raebareli,
Uttar Pradesh

Location

Belagavi,
Karnataka

Cuttack,
Odisha

Cuttack,
Odisha

Bahiyal,
Gujarat

Pune,
Maharashtra

Kathua, Jammu
& Kashmir



Custodial Torture

Source Date Key Detail Target Location
The 6 Oct Court denied bail to eight J&K Policeman Srinagar,
Wire 2025  policemen accused of custodial torture (victim of Jammu &
of a fellow officer; evidence indicated custodial Kashmir
systematic abuse and complicity. torture)
Detentions:
Source Date Key Detail Target Location
Scroll.in 13 Civil rights group reported 4,505 Muslims Muslims Multiple cities,
Oct booked and 265 arrested in 23 cities over “I mainly Uttar
2025 Love Muhammad” banners; alleged Pradesh

disproportionate police action.

Source  Date Key Detail Target Location
India 14 Oct Army reported firing and blasts near Suspected Kupwara,
Today 2025 LoC while foiling a suspected infiltration infiltrators Jammu &
attempt in Machil and Dudniyal sectors. Kashmir
Hate crimes:
Source Date Key Detail Target Location
Maktoob 13 Public borewell serving 5,000 Prajapati Mirzapur,
Media Oct Prajapati residents destroyed with (Dalit/OBC Uttar Pradesh
2025  alleged official collusion; activists community)
termed it caste discrimination.
Muslim 20 Dalit youth Umesh Babu beaten and Dalit youth Hamirpur,
Mirror Oct forced to lick shoes by upper-caste Uttar Pradesh
2025 men; FIR filed after SP’s
intervention.
The 22 Dalit woman beaten by sarpanch’s Dalit woman Chhatarpur,
Observer  Oct husband after demanding X10,000 Madhya
Post 2025 back for housing scheme; video Pradesh
sparked outrage.
Maktoob 23 Dalit driver abducted, beaten, and Dalit driver Bhind,
Media Oct  forced to drink urine by upper-caste Madhya
2025 men; three accused arrested. Pradesh



Pictorial presentation with brief detail and sources

Hate Speech

Al Jazeera
Date: 8" October 2025
‘Bangladeshi infiltrator’: Indian Muslims in poll-bound Bihar battle hate

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/8/muslims-in-indias-poll-bound-bihar-battle-
bangladeshi-infiltrator-tag

India’s ruling BJP has revived the decades-old narrative of “Bangladeshi infiltrators™ to target the
Shershahbadi Muslim community in Bihar’s Seemanchal region ahead of elections. The rhetoric
aims to polarize voters along religious lines, portraying Bangla-speaking Muslims as outsiders.
This has deepened mistrust, fear, and communal segregation in the region, leaving many Muslims
anxious about their identity and citizenship.
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Hindistan Times

Date: 10 October 2025

The increase in the Muslim population is a result of infiltration from Bangladesh and
Pakistan


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/8/muslims-in-indias-poll-bound-bihar-battle-bangladeshi-infiltrator-tag
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/8/muslims-in-indias-poll-bound-bihar-battle-bangladeshi-infiltrator-tag

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/muslim-population-increasing-because-amit-shah-
in-delhi-101760103504625.html

Union home minister Amit Shah said that the population of Muslims was increasing in the country
because of “infiltration from Pakistan and Bangladesh.” Speaking at an event in Delhi, Shah said
that the voting rights in the country “should only be available to citizens.”

[Source: Times of India]

Muslim Mirror

Date: 14 October 2025

Madhya Pradesh: Hindutva groups accuse Muslims of “transgender jihad”, encroaching
government land

https://muslimmirror.com/madhya-pradesh-hindutva-groups-accuse-muslims-of-transgender-
jihad-encroaching-government-land/

In Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, right-wing groups alleged a baseless “Kinnar Jihad,” claiming
Muslims and transgender individuals were illegally building a madrasa on government land.
Authorities, under pressure, demolished the structure. Local Muslims and activists dismissed the
claims as hate propaganda aimed at vilifying minorities, urging peace and an impartial
investigation.



https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/muslim-population-increasing-because-amit-shah-in-delhi-101760103504625.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/muslim-population-increasing-because-amit-shah-in-delhi-101760103504625.html
https://muslimmirror.com/madhya-pradesh-hindutva-groups-accuse-muslims-of-transgender-jihad-encroaching-government-land/
https://muslimmirror.com/madhya-pradesh-hindutva-groups-accuse-muslims-of-transgender-jihad-encroaching-government-land/

The Hindustan Gazette
Date: 15 October 2025
BJP MLA Backs Hindutva Campaign for Economic Boycott of Muslims in Bhopal

https://thehindustangazette.com/national/new-delhi/bjp-mla-backs-hindutva-campaign-for-
economic-boycott-of-muslims-in-bhopal-40727

BJP MLA Rameshwar Sharma backed a Hindutva campaign in Bhopal urging people to boycott
Muslims and buy only from Hindus during Diwali under the slogan “Apna Tyohar, Apno Se
Vyavahar” (“Our festival, business with our own people”). Sharma made inflammatory, baseless
claims that Muslims “spit in food,” echoing communal propaganda spread online. Fact-checkers
have found no evidence supporting such allegations. Congress leaders condemned the campaign
for promoting hatred and undermining India’s communal harmony, stressing that festivals should
strengthen unity, not division.

Bulldozer Politics:

The Indian Express

Date: 1%t October 2025

Olympian Mohammed Shahid’s ancestral house demolished by BJP govt in UP

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/olympian-mohd-shahid-varanasi-house-
demolished-road-widening-oppn-govt-10278927/

In Varanasi, the house of Olympian and Padma Shri Mohammad Shahid was demolished for road
widening. The family pleaded for just one day’s respite, but the administration said only the
compensated portions were removed.
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[Source: The Indian Express]

The Wire
Date: 2nd October 2025
The RSS-BJP Agenda to Marginalise Mathura's Muslims

https://m.thewire.in/article/communalism/erasing-homes-jobs-and-places-of-worship-the-rss-bjp-
agenda-to-marginalise-mathuras-muslims

Ahilyanagar, Maharashtra: After pressure from Bajrang Dal, authorities demolished an alleged
slaughterhouse in Shevgaon. Bajrang Dal members, along with Shiv Sena Yuva Sena District
President Sainath Bhau Adhat, turned the demolition into a targeted hate act at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Chowk, Khatik Galli. They accused local Muslims of having a “jihadi mentality” and
alleged that an illegal slaughterhouse was operating in the area. Bajrang Dal member Aniket
flattened the structure while Vishal Shinde and others actively participated.
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[Source: The Wire]
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Scroll.in

Date: 6™ October 2025

Bareilly administration bulldozes properties linked to associates of Muslim cleric after
clashes

https://scroll.in/latest/1087342/bareilly-administration-bulldozes-properties-linked-to-associates-
of-muslim-cleric-after-clashes

The administration in Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly has bulldozed several properties belonging to
associates of Muslim cleric Taugeer Raza Khan, chief of the Ittehad-e-Millat Council, days after
clashes linked to the “I love Muhammad” posters row. The authorities claimed that the properties
were illegal. On September 26, violence had broken out in Bareilly when a crowd carrying “I love
Muhammad” posters clashed with police outside a mosque in the Kotwali area. On Saturday
morning, a demolition drive was carried out under the supervision of District Magistrate Avinash
Singh, reported PTI. Among the buildings demolished was Raja Palace, a marriage hall in the
Jakhira area owned by Nafees Ahmed, one of the persons arrested in the clashes.

[Source: Scroll.in]

TRT World
Date: 16th October 2025
How India’s ‘bulldozer justice’ is targeting Muslims who say ‘I love Muhammad’

https://www.trtworld.com/article/359034dc94a4

In BJP-ruled Indian states, Muslims have faced arrests and home demolitions for displaying the
phrase “I Love Muhammad” during Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi celebrations. Authorities cite public
order concerns, but rights groups condemn it as a violation of religious and expressive freedoms.
Many demolitions occurred without due process, reflecting a broader trend of criminalising
Muslim identity and using “bulldozer justice” as a tool of intimidation.
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https://scroll.in/latest/1087342/bareilly-administration-bulldozes-properties-linked-to-associates-of-muslim-cleric-after-clashes
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[Source: TRT World]

Lynching Incidents

Dainik Jagran

Date: 3 October 2025

Muslim gym trainer caught with Hindu girl: Thrashed by Bajrang Dal workers, handed

over to police

https://english.dainikjagranmpcg.com/states/madhya-pradesh/muslim-gym-trainer-caught-with-
hindu-girl/article-5858

Bajrang Dal activists in Bhopal’s Habibganj area stormed a hotel, accusing a Muslim man, Mazhar
Khan, of “love jihad” after he checked in with a Hindu woman under a false name. The activists
assaulted him and handed him over to the police, demanding strict action. Police have detained
Mazhar for questioning and informed the girl’s family, stating that further legal steps will depend

on her statement.
2 ' P
-

DAINIK JAGRAN

[Source: Dainik Jagran English]
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Scroll.in

Date: 6™ October 2025

Uttar Pradesh: Three police officers suspended after Dalit man allegedly lynched in
Raebareli

https://scroll.in/latest/1087343/uttar-pradesh-three-police-officers-suspended-after-dalit-man-
allegedly-lynched-in-raebareli

The Uttar Pradesh Police on Sunday suspended three of its personnel, including a sub-inspector,
after a 38-year-old Dalit man was allegedly lynched amid rumours that he was a thief. A day
earlier, five persons were arrested in connection with the alleged assault that took place in the
Unchahar Police Station limits in Raebareli district. The man, Hariom, was lynched while on his
way to his in-laws’ house on Wednesday. A few men stopped him on the Unchahar-Dalmau road
and thrashed him after suspectlng him of belng a thlef

[Source: Scroll.in]

Communal violence incidents

Hindustan Times
Date: 4" October 2025
Tension in Karnataka’s Belagavi after ‘I love Muhammad’ slogans spark stone-pelting

https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/tension-in-karnatakas-belagavi-after-i-
love-muhammad-slogans-spark-stone-pelting-during-urs-procession-101759554948029.html

A clash broke out in Belagavi’s Khadak Galli area during the Urs procession at Mehboob Subhani
Dargah after some youths raised the slogan “I Love Muhammad.” Local residents objected to both
the slogan and the altered procession route, leading to stone-pelting between groups. Police
intervened swiftly, restored order, and deployed additional forces to prevent escalation, especially
ahead of Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s visit. The situation is now under control, though
authorities remain on alert. The incident follows earlier communal tension in May when a partially
burnt religious book was found near a mosque, sparking protests in nearby areas.
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Scroll.in
Date: 6™ October 2025
Cuttack: Curfew imposed, internet snapped after communal violence

https://scroll.in/latest/1087324/cuttack-curfew-imposed-internet-snapped-after-communal-
violence

A curfew was imposed in areas of Odisha’s Cuttack on Sunday evening amid communal tensions
after a Durga Puja idol procession and a Vishwa Hindu Parishad rally turned violent, The Hindu
reported. The 36-hour curfew was imposed after the violence left 25 persons, including police
personnel, injured. Eight of those injured are said to be in a serious condition. Police Commissioner
S Dev Datta Singh told the newspaper that there was a “personal quarrel” during an immersion
procession on Friday night.
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The Wire
Date: 8" October 2025
Manufactured communal clash during Durga Puja threatens Odisha’s secular legacy

https://m.thewire.in/article/communalism/manufactured-communal-clash-during-durga-puja-
threatens-odishas-secular-legacy

The calculated and manufactured communal violence — and the resultant shutdown of the internet
and social media — in Cuttack, Odisha during the immersion of Durga idols after Dussehra has
shocked the entire city and state. The city, where Hindus form a majority, has for the past 30-35
years elected a Muslim representative to the Odisha Assembly, the current one being Safia Firdaus
of the Congress. Communal violence between Hindus and Muslims during Durga Puja was
previously unheard of in Cuttack’s history. The city’s defining character has long been its
bhaichara — a fraternal bond among residents of all faiths, whether Hindu, Muslim, Christian, or
others. Even as the Supreme Court recently upheld the Karnataka government’s invitation to
author Banu Mushtaq to inaugurate Mysuru Dussehra — dismissing a petition that claimed non-
Hindus could not perform Hindu rituals — Cuttack’s Muslims have always been integral to Durga
Puja festivities. Hindus and Muslims together build Puja pandals, celebrating a shared and
composite culture. Yet, this spirit of coexistence was recently maligned by the Bajrang Dal and
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), who branded it “chhadma bhaichara” — a “false fraternity”
concealing supposed animosity between the two communities.

mt § ',- . AN

Muslim Mirror

Date: 19'" October 2025

Communal Tension Erupts in Gujarat Village Over VHP Leader’s Social Media Post
Targetting Muslims, Shops Torched, 80 Arrested

https://muslimmirror.com/communal-tension-erupts-in-gujarat-village-over-vhp-leaders-social-
media-post-targetting-muslims-shops-torched-80-arrested/

Communal violence erupted in Gujarat’s Bahiyal village after a social media post saying “I Love
Mohammad” led to a counter-post by a VHP leader declaring “I Love Mahadev.” The online

17


https://m.thewire.in/article/communalism/manufactured-communal-clash-during-durga-puja-threatens-odishas-secular-legacy
https://m.thewire.in/article/communalism/manufactured-communal-clash-during-durga-puja-threatens-odishas-secular-legacy
https://muslimmirror.com/communal-tension-erupts-in-gujarat-village-over-vhp-leaders-social-media-post-targetting-muslims-shops-torched-80-arrested/
https://muslimmirror.com/communal-tension-erupts-in-gujarat-village-over-vhp-leaders-social-media-post-targetting-muslims-shops-torched-80-arrested/

exchange sparked stone-pelting and arson, with three shops burned and around 80 people arrested.
Authorities later demolished properties linked to the accused, a move criticized as selective
punishment. Heavy security has been imposed as investigations continue into the posts’ origins
and possible organized incitement.

[Source: Hindutva Watch]

India Today
Date: 22" October 2025
BJP MP purifies Pune fort with gaumutra after namaz video

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/bjp-workers-purify-pune-iconic-sanhiwar-wada-fort-after-
namaz-video-goes-viral-sparks-row-2805929-2025-10-21

In response to the namaz viral video, BJP workers led by Rajya Sabha MP Medha Kulkarni
protested at the site. They performed a "purification ritual” by sprinkling cow urine and dung at
the spot where the prayers were said to have taken place.

[Source: India Today]
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The Wire
Date: 24™ October 2025
Christian preachers attacked in J&K’s Kathua, eight police officials suspended

https://m.thewire.in/article/communalism/christian-preachers-attacked-in-kathua-eight-police-
officials-suspended

A group of religious preachers was attacked in the presence of police officials in Kathua district,
prompting the Jammu and Kashmir police to suspend eight police officials on Friday (October 24)
for alleged dereliction of duties. The action came after the accused officials including a sub-
inspector were filmed watching a group of unidentified men, some of them wearing masks, pounce
with iron rods and sticks on a passenger mini-bus in the Juthana area of Kathua. The Kathua police
have filed a first information report in connection with the incident, including under sections of
the Arms Act, and at least one person has been arrested. The video of the attack, which went viral
on social media, shows at least four or five attackers smashing the front windshield glass and a
side-view mirror of the bus, which was carrying a group of ten to 15 Christian preachers. Some of
the attackers are seen proceeding to deal with the passengers inside the vehicle as a group of
policemen watch the violent spectacle without doing much to stop the attack. Only one police
official is seen trying unsuccessfully to stop an attacker who opened the door of the bus. Anguished
screams including those of females emerging from the vehicle are heard as the attacker pounces
on a passenger on the front seat after opening the door, punching and kicking him, while another
attacker in the background demands to see “other males”.

~

[Source: The Wire]

Custodial Torture

The Wire

Date: 6th October 2025

‘Evidence points towards complicity’: No bail for J&K Policemen held by CBI for
“Custodial Torture”

https://m.thewire.in/article/government/court-rejects-bail-jammu-kashmir-policemen-cbi-
custodial-torture/amp?utm=relatedarticles

A court has rejected the bail plea of a deputy superintendent of Jammu and Kashmir police and
seven other policemen who the Central Bureau of Investigation arrested in August in connection
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with the custodial torture of a policeman in 2023. “The systematic nature of assaults and failure to
prevent abuse by supervisory officers prima facie point towards complicity,” the court of chief
judicial magistrate (Srinagar) Aadil Mushtaq Ahmad ruled in its order on October 4, while finding
the bail applications “devoid of merit”. The court observed that the evidence collected by the CBI
points towards ““a case of custodial torture and illegal confinement ... by police personnel (which)
not only violates fundamental rights but erodes public trust in the rule of law.” “The gravity of
these allegations, supported by prima facie evidence, weighs strongly against the grant of bail at
this stage,” the court ruled. Court had announced compensation for brutal torture. Deputy
superintendent of police Aijaz Ahmad Naik and police personnel Riyaz Ahmad Mir, Tanveer
Ahmad Malla, Altaf Hussain Bhat, Mohammad Younis Khan, Shakir Hussain Khoja, Shahnawaz
Ahmad Deedad and Jehangir Ahmad Beigh, all residents of north Kashmir, had sought bail through
three applications citing “innocence, professional integrity, and absence of necessity for continued
custody”.

Detentions:

Scroll.in

Date 13 October 2025

Over 4,500 Muslims books, 265 arrested after ‘I Love Muhammad’ banners row: Civil
rights group

https://scroll.in/latest/1087575/over-4500-muslims-booked-265-arrested-after-i-love-
muhammad-banners-row-civil-rights-group

A total of 4,505 Muslims were booked and 265 arrested in 23 cities till October 7 after a
controversy erupted last month about banners saying “I Love Muhammad” at Muslim religious
processions, a civil rights group has said. In a fact-finding report published on Friday, the
Association for Protection of Civil Rights added that 45 first information reports had been filed in
a span of 30 days. The report also alleged disproportionate police action and administrative
targeting of Muslims in Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly after clashes broke out in the district on September
26 in connection with the banners.
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[Source: Scroll.in]

Militants
India Today

Date: 14 October 2025
Firing, blasts heard near LoC as Army foils suspected infiltration bid in J&K

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/loc-tension-kupwara-firing-blasts-infiltration-machil-
dudniyal-2802647-2025-10-14

Fresh tension flared along the Line of Control (LoC) late Monday night, with firing and explosions
reported from two locations in Jammu and Kashmir's Kupwara district — Machil and Dudniyal
sectors — in what sources described as a possible infiltration attempt. According to sources, troops
detected suspicious movement near the Machil LoC, prompting an immediate response. "The army
challenged the suspected infiltrators, leading to an exchange of fire," sources said. "In the Kupwara
sector of Jammu and Kashmir, Indian Army troops witnessed some suspicious movement along
the Line of Control and fired towards it in the evening, around 7 PM. Operations are continuing in

the area. More details awaited," Indian Army officials said in a statement quoted by ANI.
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[Source: India Today]

21


https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/loc-tension-kupwara-firing-blasts-infiltration-machil-dudniyal-2802647-2025-10-14
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/loc-tension-kupwara-firing-blasts-infiltration-machil-dudniyal-2802647-2025-10-14

Hate crimes:

Maktoob Media
Date: 13 October 2025
Mirzapur: Prajapati community alleges denial of access to drinking water, borewell

destroyed

https://maktoobmedia.com/india/mirzapur-prajapati-community-alleges-denial-of-access-to-
drinking-water-borewell-destroyed/

In Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh, the only public borewell serving around 5,000 marginalized Prajapati
residents was allegedly destroyed with the collusion of local officials and strongmen, depriving
them of clean water. Families are now forced to drink polluted water and face threats for protesting.
Activists have condemned the act as caste-based discrimination, while Bhim Army Chief
Chandrashekhar Azad demanded strict action and restoration of the water supply.

[Source: Maktoob Media]

Muslim Mirror
Date: 20 October 2025
Dalit youngster assaulted, forced to lick shoes; FIR filed 12 days later, after SPs

intervention

https://muslimmirror.com/up-dalit-youngster-assaulted-forced-to-lick-shoes-fir-filed-12-days-
later-after-sps-intervention/

In Uttar Pradesh’s Hamirpur district, a Dalit youth named Umesh Babu was brutally beaten and
forced to lick shoes by upper-caste men, who also tore a photo of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Despite
repeated pleas, police initially refused to register an FIR, doing so only after the Superintendent of
Police intervened 12 days later. Dalit organisations have condemned the police inaction and
demanded a fair investigation and strict action against both the accused and negligent officers.
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The Observer Post

Date: 22 October 2025

Dalit Woman Beaten by Sarpanch’s Husband in MP After Demanding Return of 310,000
for Housing Scheme

https://theobserverpost.com/dalit-woman-beaten-by-sarpanchs-husband-in-mp-after-demanding-
return-of-%e2%82%hb910000-for-housing-scheme/

In Madhya Pradesh’s Chhatarpur district, a Dalit woman, Shanti Ahirwar, was brutally assaulted
by a sarpanch’s husband, Rajkumar Sahu, after she asked for the return of 10,000 she had given
him for a government housing scheme that never materialized. A viral video shows Sahu
repeatedly slapping her in public. Despite her complaint, no action has been taken, sparking
outrage and demands for the accused’s arrest.
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Maktoob Media

Date: 23 October, 2025

Dalit driver abducted, beaten, and forced to drink urine in MP; three upper-caste men
arrested

https://maktoobmedia.com/india/dalit-driver-abducted-beaten-and-forced-to-drink-urine-in-mp-
three-upper-caste-men-arrested/

A Dalit driver in Madhya Pradesh’s Bhind district was abducted, assaulted, and allegedly forced
to drink urine by three upper-caste men after refusing to work for one of them. He was found semi-
conscious and hospitalized, while police arrested the accused under the IPC and SC/ST (Atrocities)
Act. The case underscores the enduring caste-based violence and humiliation faced by Dalit
workers in the state, with activists calling it a symbol of systemic oppression and official
complacency.

The Observer Post

Date: 27 October 2025

“They Refused to Rent to Us Because We Are Muslims”: Kashmiri Youth Face Housing
Discrimination in Kanpur

https://theobserverpost.com/they-refused-to-rent-to-us-because-we-are-muslims-kashmiri-youth-

face-housing-discrimination-in-kanpur/

A group of Kashmiri Muslim artists from Glance Kashmir faced discrimination while trying to
rent a flat in Kanpur ahead of their art exhibition. Despite searching for two days, they were met
with prejudice, including remarks like, “For Muslims and Ahirs, we won’t even show the plan of
the house.” After finally finding a flat and paying advance rent, the landlady evicted them upon
learning their identity. The group described the experience as deeply humiliating, highlighting the
persistent bias Kashmiris—especially Muslims—face in Indian cities when seeking
accommodation.
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[Source: The Observer Post]
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