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Executive summary

The September 2025 edition of the Hate Tracker documents a growing climate of violence, discrimination,
and shrinking democratic space in India, with Muslim communities and political dissenters bearing the brunt.
Structural violence was also evident in the rejection of the Ayodhya mosque construction plan, despite the
Supreme Court’s 2019 verdict mandating it as compensation for the demolition of the Babri Masjid. In Ladakh,
long-simmering frustrations over the loss of autonomy, unemployment, and political exclusion erupted into
Gen-Z-led protests that turned violent, leaving four dead. These developments reflect the continued
marginalization of minority and peripheral regions, where constitutional rights are either delayed or denied.

Social discrimination, driven by Hindutva ideology, remains widespread. In Uttar Pradesh, Muslims faced
housing exclusion under the banner of “No Muslims Allowed.” Broader structural discrimination was
documented in the form of anti-conversion laws, mob vigilantism, hate speech, and punitive demolitions,
which together position minorities as second-class citizens. The “I Love Muhammad” controversy, originating
in Kanpur, escalated into a nationwide row, with police deploying facial recognition technologies to suppress
protests—further eroding civil liberties while deepening communal divides.

The judiciary’s role also came under scrutiny. The denial of bail to individuals accused in the Delhi riots
conspiracy case, despite no evidence of direct involvement in violence, alongside repeated adjournments by
the Supreme Court, reveals a pattern of selective justice. Cases of wrongful incarceration, such as those of
Wahid Shaikh and Kamal Ansari, underscore the human cost of fabricated charges and prolonged trials, often
targeting Muslims under the pretext of counter-terrorism.

Meanwhile, the rewriting of history continues to reshape public memory. NCERT textbook revisions
downplay or erase the contributions of the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal rulers while privileging Hindu
dynasties such as the Marathas. Films like The Bengal Files reinforce communal narratives by portraying
Muslims predominantly as perpetrators of violence. Such cultural shifts institutionalize a one-sided historical
vision aligned with Hindutva politics.

Finally, the political space for dissent is rapidly shrinking. The arrest of Raijor Dal activists protesting eviction
drives in Assam, the unlawful detention of Kashmiri activists under the Public Safety Act, and restrictions
imposed on opposition leaders in Srinagar—including house arrests during key political moments—all reflect
systematic suppression of democratic activity. Even the funeral of a prominent Hurriyat leader in Sopore was
marked by the house arrest of political figures, further symbolizing the curtailment of political freedoms.

Taken together, these developments present a deeply troubling picture of India’s democratic and social fabric.
Security crackdowns, structural violence, discrimination, judicial bias, historical manipulation, and political
repression are converging to marginalize minorities—particularly Muslims—while silencing dissent. The
cumulative effect is an erosion of constitutional guarantees, weakening of democratic institutions, and the
consolidation of Hindutva ideology as a framework for governance and nation-building.
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Headline

‘No Muslims Allowed': How

Hindutva Fuels Housing

Key Details

Ayodhya Development Authority rejected mosque
construction plan (part of 2019 SC verdict) due to

missing no-objection certificates from departments.

Gen-Z-led protests in Ladakh on Sept 24 turned
violent; 4 killed, dozens injured. Anger rooted in loss
of autonomy (2019), unemployment, and lack of

representation.

Key Details

Rao Nadeem, property dealer and Awam-e-
Hind party chief, forced to sell a flat he

Discrimination in Uttar Pradesh bought because Hindus in locality opposed

Are Indian minorities facing

structural discrimination?

Muslims living there.

Minorities increasingly denied equal

protection; subjected to anti-conversion
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What is 'l Love Muhammad' row and

why did it spark protests across

India?

‘I Love Mohammad’: Poster heat

spreads from UP to Uttarakhand,

police use facial recognition to crack

down on protesters
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Delhi HC Judgement Denying Bail
to Umar Khalid, Others Will Stand

as a Monument to Infamy

Decade After 7/11 Acquittal, Wahid
Shaikh Seeks Rs

Compensation For

9 Crore In
Torture,

Captivity

Why I travelled to Nagpur to read out
a Bombay High Court verdict over a

friend’s grave

SC Once Again Adjourns Bail
Hearing of Umar Khalid and Others
in Delhi Riots Case

Rewriting History

laws, hate speech, forced evictions,

demolitions, mob violence, and vigilantism.

“I Love Muhammad” slogan in Barawafat
procession sparked Hindu objections; police
filed FIRs; protests spread nationwide,

becoming a heated communal issue.

Row spread from Kanpur to Uttarakhand;
police detained protesters and used facial
recognition to identify others involved.

Key Details

Delhi HC denied bail to nine accused in the
“Delhi riots case”; they’ve been in prison for
over 5 years with no trial; none directly

instigated violence.

Wahid Shaikh, acquitted in 2006 Mumbai train
blasts, seeks X9 crore compensation for torture,

incarceration, and stigma of false terror charges.

Kamal Ansari, jailed 16 years in a terror case,
was acquitted posthumously in July along with
11 others;

reflects injustice of wrongful

incarceration.

Supreme Court adjourned bail petitions of Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, and others in Delhi riots

conspiracy case to Sept 22; second adjournment.
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Scroll.in
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5 Sept
2025

Headline

Rise of Hindutva Through
NCERT’s Class 8 History

Textbook Revisions

& Mughals reduced to brief mentions;

Key Details

NCERT Class 8 history books revised: Delhi Sultanate

Rajputs

compressed; Marathas given prominence; critics call it

myth-making.

‘The Bengal Files’ review: A
twisted, motivated

interpretation of history

Lack of political space
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Express

Date
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Sept
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Sept
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Headline
Assam: Raijor Dal Activist Arrested

Over Protests Against Eviction

Drives

J&K High Court Raps
Administration for ‘Trampling’
Activists’ Rights, ‘Illegal’

Detention Under PSA

Stopped from leaving guesthouse in
Srinagar, Sanjay Singh tries scaling
gate to meet Faroog Abdullah

Film portrays communal violence with Muslims as
perpetrators and Hindus as victims; criticized for lack
of depth, abrupt narrative, and motivated bias.

Key Details
Akhtar Hussain, SMSS district president and

Raijor Dal activist, arrested in Dhubri for
protests against July 8 eviction drive displacing
~2,000 Miya Muslim families.

Court struck down 10-month detention of
Kishtwar activist under PSA, calling it “illegal”

and ordered his release.

J&K Police prevented AAP MP Sanjay Singh
and MLA Imran Hussain from addressing press
or meeting Farooq Abdullah in Srinagar; Singh

attempted to scale gate.



Pictorial presentation with brief detail and
sources

Structural Violence
The Wire

Date: 24 September 2025
Construction of Mosgue in Ayodhya as Per 2019 Supreme Court Verdict Rejected: Report

https://thewire.in/government/plan-submitted-for-construction-of-mosgque-in-ayodhya-as-per-2019-supreme-

court-verdict-rejected-report

The plan submitted for the construction of a mosque — as judicial compensation for the loss of the Babri Masjid
— as per the 2019 Ayodhya verdict of the Supreme Court, has been rejected by the Ayodhya Development
Authority (ADA). The ADA cites the non-receipt of no-objection certificates from government departments

as the basis for rejecting the plan, which was submitted for the construction of the mosque.

Al Jazeera

Date: 25 September 2025

‘Bloodiest day’: How Gen-Z protest wave hit India’s Ladakh, Killing four

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/25/bloodiest-day-how-gen-z-protest-wave-hit-indias-ladakh-killing-
four
On September 24, 2025, Ladakh witnessed its deadliest unrest as Gen-Z-led protests demanding statehood

and constitutional safeguards turned violent, killing four and injuring dozens. The frustration stems from


https://thewire.in/government/plan-submitted-for-construction-of-mosque-in-ayodhya-as-per-2019-supreme-court-verdict-rejected-report
https://thewire.in/government/plan-submitted-for-construction-of-mosque-in-ayodhya-as-per-2019-supreme-court-verdict-rejected-report
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/25/bloodiest-day-how-gen-z-protest-wave-hit-indias-ladakh-killing-four
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/25/bloodiest-day-how-gen-z-protest-wave-hit-indias-ladakh-killing-four

New Delhi’s revocation of autonomy in 2019, unemployment, and lack of representation. Once peaceful, the
movement has now escalated, posing both an internal governance challenge and a strategic security risk for

India in its sensitive border region with China.

[https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/25/bloodiest-day-how-gen-z-protest-wave-hit-indias-ladakh-killing-four]

Social Discrimination
The Quint

Date: 2 September 2025

'No Muslims Allowed': How Hindutva Fuels Housing Discrimination in Uttar Pradesh

https://www.thequint.com/news/politics/no-muslims-allowed-how-hindutva-fuels-housing-discrimination-

in-uttar-pradesh

Rao Nadeem, a property dealer and chief of the Awam-e-Hind party in Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, reported
that he purchased a flat from a Hindu but was forced to sell it. This was because many Hindus of that locality
protested against a Muslims living in that locality.

!

[https://www.thequint.com/news/politics/no-muslims-allowed-how-hindutva-fuels-housing-discrimination-in-uttar-pradesh]


https://www.thequint.com/news/politics/no-muslims-allowed-how-hindutva-fuels-housing-discrimination-in-uttar-pradesh
https://www.thequint.com/news/politics/no-muslims-allowed-how-hindutva-fuels-housing-discrimination-in-uttar-pradesh

Scroll.in

Date: 15 September 2025

Article: Are Indian minorities facing structural discrimination?

https://scroll.in/article/1086403/are-indian-minorities-facing-structural-discrimination

Over a period of time, particularly in the last decade, members of the minority community have
increasingly been denied equal protection under the law. They have gradually been reduced to second-
class citizens with the enactment of anti-conversion laws, popularisation of conspiracy theories such as
love jihad and land jihad, hate speech against minorities, forced evictions, punitive demolitions, mob
violence against minority groups and vigilantism violence against those transporting cows. The state is
reluctant to take robust actions against Hindutva groups to prosecute and prevent violence against
members of minority communities. These factors cumulatively demonstrate that minority groups in India

are potentially facing structural discrimination.

India Today
Date: 22 September 2025

What is 'l Love Muhammad' row and why did it spark protests across India?

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/what-is-i-love-muhammad-row-and-why-it-sparked-protests-across-

india-barawafat-procession-kanpur-nagpur-hyderabad-owaisi-full-story-2791497-2025-09-22

The “I Love Muhammad” slogan, first contested during a Barawafat procession in Kanpur, triggered protests
and processions by Muslims across several states. During an Eid-Milad-un-Nabi procession, a group put up
an “I Love Muhammad” banner. This led to objections from local Hindu groups, who claimed that a “new
tradition was being introduced in a space traditionally used for Barawafat celebrations. Initially, no FIR was
filed against anyone. On September 9, Kanpur police registered a case against 24 people for allegedly



introducing a new custom during the Barawafat procession and disturbing communal harmony. Protests

erupted across many states, resulting in a nationwide heated topic.

[https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/what-is-i-love-muhammad-row-and-why-it-sparked-protests-across-india-barawafat-

procession-kanpur-nagpur-hyderabad-owaisi-full-story-2791497-2025-09-22]

Indian Express

Date: 24 September 2025

‘I love Mohammad’: Poster heat spreads from UP to Uttarakhand, police use facial recognition to

crack down on protesters
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/row-over-up-posters-singes-uttarakhand-neighbourhood-police-crack-

down-on-protest-10267673/

The row over ‘I Love Mohammad’ posters, which began in Uttar Pradesh’s Kanpur, found an echo in
Uttarakhand after police arrested and detained several people who protested with similar posters. Police also

said they are running videos of the protest through facial recognition software to trace the other participants.

[https://indianexpress.com/article/india/row-over-up-posters-singes-uttarakhand-neighbourhood-police-crack-down-on-protest-
10267673/]



Discriminatory Judicial Decisions
The Wire

Date: 2 September 2025
Delhi HC Judgement Denying Bail to Umar Khalid, Others Will Stand as a Monument to Infamy

https://thewire.in/law/delhi-high-court-umar-khalid-bail-rejection

The High Court of Delhi passed an order denying bail to nine individuals accused in what is popularly known
as the “Delhi riots case”. At the time of this report, these individuals have now been in prison for more than
five years, with the trial yet to commence. The problem for the prosecution was that none of these individuals

had publicly called for, or instigated, violence or riots.

The Wire
Date: 13 September 2025

Decade After 7/11 Acquittal, Wahid Shaikh Seeks Rs 9 Crore In Compensation For Torture,

Captivity
https://thewire.in/rights/ten-years-after-acquittal-7-11-wahid-shaikh-compensation-nhrc

Ten years after he was cleared of all charges in the infamous July 7, 2006 Mumbai serial train blasts case,
Wahid Deen Mohammad Shaikh has moved the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) seeking
compensation for his prolonged incarceration in a forged case. In his complaint, Shaikh has highlighted the
grave injustice that both he and his family were subjected to — the custodial torture inflicted on him and the
heavy weight of being termed as a “terrorist” that he had to carry for so long. He has sought Rs 9 crore in

compensation, a crore each for every year he had to spend behind bars in case he was falsely implicated.



[https://m.thewire.in/article/rights/ten-years-after-acquittal-7-11-wahid-shaikh-compensation-nhrc/amp]

The Wire
Date: 13 September 2025

Why I travelled to Nagpur to read out a Bombay High Court verdict over a friend’s grave

https://scroll.in/article/1086476/why-i-travelled-to-nagpur-to-read-out-a-bombay-high-court-verdict-over-a-

friends-grave

Kamal Ansari spent 16 years in jail, accused in a terror case. In July, four years after he died behind bars, he
and 11 others were acquitted. In an interview, one of the individuals expressed his grief that they had lost best

years of their lives to prison simply for being a Muslim in India at the height of the so-called war on terror.

[https://scroll.in/article/1086476/why-i-travelled-to-nagpur-to-read-out-a-bombay-high-court-verdict-over-a-friends-grave]

The Wire
Date: 19 September 2025

SC Once Again Adjourns Bail Hearing of Umar Khalid and Others in Delhi Riots Case, September 22
Next Date

https://thewire.in/law/sc-once-again-adjourns-bail-hearing-of-umar-khalid-and-others-in-delhi-riots-case-

september-22-next-date




The Supreme Court on Friday (September 19) adjourned the hearing of the petitions filed by Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, Meeran Haider, Gulfisha Fatima and Shifa Ur Rehman seeking bail in the Delhi riots larger
conspiracy case till September 22 (Monday). The petitions were listed before a bench comprising Justice
Aravind Kumar and Justice Manmohan. This is the second adjournment of the hearing ever since the petition
came up in the Supreme Court. Earlier, the Supreme Court on September 12 the hearing of the petitions citing
difficulty about taking up these matters as the files of the supplementary list were received only at 2.30 in the
night.

[https://m.thewire.in/article/communalism/sc-once-again-adjourns-bail-hearing-of-umar-khalid-and-others-in-delhi-riots-case-

september-22-next-date]

Rewriting History
The Wire

Date: 3 September 2025
Rise of Hindutva Through NCERT’s Class 8 History Textbook Revisions

https://thewire.in/education/rise-of-hindutva-through-ncerts-class-8-history-textbook-revisions

The history of Indian Subcontinent is being rewritten with the revisions of Class 8" NCERT books. In the new
Class 8th syllabus, entire chapters on the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal dynasty have been reduced to passing
references, erasing centuries of cultural, political, and architectural contributions. The history of Rajput
dynasties across northern India has been compressed into a mere two pages. On the contrary, the Marathas are
now allocated a major portion as compared to the Muslim rulers. Hence, Indian education is transforming
itself from reality to Bollywood myth-making.



Scroll.in

Date: 5 September 2025

‘The Bengal Files’ review: A twisted, motivated interpretation of history

https://scroll.in/reel/1086246/the-bengal-files-review-a-twisted-motivated-interpretation-of-history

The Bengal Files depicts communal violence in all its mindless brutality, portraying mostly Muslim
perpetrators and Hindu victims subjected to horrific atrocities. However, beyond the gore, the film offers little
insight into the nature of such violence. It jumps abruptly from one scene to another without providing either

a coherent analysis or a meaningful critique of the passions that drive people to such brutality.

Lack of Political Space
The Wire

Date: 4 September 2025

Assam: Raijor Dal Activist Arrested Over Protests Against Eviction Drives




https://thewire.in/government/assam-raijor-dal-activist-arrested-over-protests-against-eviction-drives
Akhtar Hussain, district president of the Satra Mukti Sangram Samiti (SMSS), the student wing of the the
regional party Raijor Dal, was arrested by Dhubri Police on September 4 in connection with protests against
a massive eviction drive in Bilasipara area under Chapar Revenue Circle that displaced around 2,000 Miya

Muslim families on July 8.

The Wire
Date: 12 September 2025

J&K High Court Raps Administration for ‘Trampling’ Activists’ Rights, ‘Illegal’ Detention Under
PSA
https://thewire.in/law/jk-high-court-raps-administration-for-trampling-activists-rights-illegal-detention-

under-psa

Rapping the administration for “trampling” the constitutional rights of a Kishtwar-based social activist, the
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh high court on Wednesday (September 10) struck down his over 10-month-
long “illegal” detention under the Public Safety Act (PSA) and ordered his release.




Indian express

Date: 12 September 2025

Stopped from leaving guesthouse in Srinagar, Sanjay Singh tries scaling gate to meet Faroog
Abdullah
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/sanjay-singh-srinagar-protest-meet-faroog-abdullah-guesthouse-
10243834/

The Jammu and Kashmir police on Thursday prevented Aam Aadmi Party MP Sanjay Singh and MLA Imran
Hussain from addressing the press in Srinagar and barred them from coming out of the government guesthouse
where they were staying. Police also prevented National Conference president and Srinagar MP from meeting

Singh at the guesthouse, prompting Singh to try scaling the gate.

.

Maktoob Media
Date: 20 September 2025

As Kashmir lays former Hurriyat chief Abdul Gani Bhat to rest, many political leaders under house

arrest
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/as-kashmir-lays-former-hurriyat-chief-abdul-gani-bhat-to-rest-many-

political-leaders-under-house-arrest/

Former Chairman of the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat was laid to rest at
his ancestral graveyard in Kashmir’s Sopore. A well-known figure, Prof. Bhat passed away on at his residence
in Botingoo, Sopore, at the age of 94. Bhat had been suffering from a prolonged illness and had been away

from the public eye since 2020.



[https://www.hindutvawatch.org/as-kashmir-lays-former-hurriyat-chief-abdul-gani-bhat-to-rest-many-political-leaders-under-

house-arrest-maktoob-media/]



